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HE following ſermon was intended 


4 VET 7-445 


to have been preached by the late 
Reverend Mr. JoHN Bisszr, miniſter | 
of the goſpel at Aberdeen, on the 7th of M. 
derber, 1756, the day appointed for the ce- - 
lebration of the Lord's 80 pper in that city. 
Death having removed the worthy author, 
from the communion of the church mili- 
tant, to the bleſt ſociety and fellowſhip a- 
bove, where he is now a 
in the immediate enjoyment of his God 
and Redeemer, far beyond the reach of 
N or of ſorrow, all tears being 
or ever wiped from hi: eyes ; this ſermon is 
publiſhed (at the earneſt ſolicitation of thoſe 
who were his daily hearers,) exactly word 
for word, as it was found among the pa- 
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pers of the deceaſed. _ e 
The reader will be pleaſed to obſerve, 
that the author wWas deſigned to have diſ- 
cuſſed the two firſt heads of the diſcourſe, 
before he proceeded to the ſolemn action 
of the day: the third general head and part 
of the improvement, was to have furniſhed 
him with five table-ſervices ; the remainder 
of the ſubject he was to have delivered im- 
mediately after ſerving the tables, and ina 
dyet on the Monday following: and if pro- 
vidence had ſpared him, ?tis probable, as Il 
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the ſermon. does not ſeem to contain all he 
intended on the ſubje, that he would hve 
inſiſted upon it for fame. ſucceeding Sith» 
. baths. - 4 MY 4 "ADE Ll TOES ' © 7 |: 2 | 
PSII. DO] 00 . . 
Ihe ſame noble aim the worthy author 
ARS ot bhJ £44 gd 544 * \ ce4y iy is oi> c. ; r 
propoſed to himſelf in all His fermofis, is e- 
„ ib. wats 117 Live ia. 
 ridently, apparent in this; the bean Ji 
| hearers Sit. of themſelves to a cordial acr 
ceptance of Jeſus the Sayiour, in the various 
F. Lf eee #4 "+4313 
Characters under which the goſpel reveals || 
him: and the diſplaying before them, in the | — 
fulleſt and warmeſt manner, the unſearch- | 
able riches of redeeming mercy and love. 
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Chriſt crucified, tho to the Jews a tumbling W 
ö anne | 41 $1: Yip | * ö | 
block, and to the Greeks, fooliſeneſ, was Wap 
the ſum and ſubſtance of his preaching. He ar 
knew: Jeſus experimentally, as the power of |. 


- 


* 


God, and the wiſdom of God, and what he Wir 
had the deepeſt feeling of, himſelf, that he I aid 
delivered unto others. F. rom the abundance 
of his heart, his mouth ſpake ; a circumſtance u 
that cannot miſs to recommend the {ermon dee 

now publiſhed, to the approbation and e- I 

0 1 4 lj { who 1, 247. T, A „ Chr 
ſteem af all thoſe a love our Lord Jeſus in 0 
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VV Hatever, promiſes were made to the eur a- 
bout their deliverance from the Zabytonsſh 
captivity, by Cyrus ; the words now read, are a 
art of a plorious prophecy. concerning the Mel- 
bah, and of a far greater redemption. and delive- 
rance to be wrought by him; in reſpect that there 
are things in this prophecy, which could not be 
faid of rus, who could not be called a light 10 
lighten the Gentiles, to open the blinded eyes, nor 
to bring the priſoners out of the priſon, and them 
who fit in darkneſs, out of the 'priſon-houſe ; and 
alſo, in Mat. xii. 18. it is ſaid, that theſe words 
. by the prophet Jaiabh, were fulfilled in 

Chriſ 009 Ea e 
Great and glorious things are ſpoken of Chriſt, 
both in the old and new teſtament, particularly by 
the evangelical prophet 7/aiah, long before his ap- 
pearing in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh ; who, when 
he enters upon the ſubje& concerning the Meſſiah, 
be is like one in the utmoſt ſtraits how to ſpeak 
of him, or talk of him, or how to illuſtrate his 
| glorious 


8 The Explanation of the Text. 


glorious mediatory character; and therefore he 
uſeth ſo many lofty figures, ſetting forth the glo- 
rious henour of his majeſty, and talking of kis 
power; of which the words I have now pitched 
upon, are a comprehenſive part. | ; 
If the old teſtament ſaints and prophets; who 
ſaw Chriſt's day afar off, rejoiced at the diſtant 
ſight, and hopeful expectation of the time in which 
the day-ſpring from on high ſhould viſit us, and life 
and immortality ſhould be brought to light by the 
goſpel, what ſhall we ſay to theſe things, who ſee 
this great ſalvation which God hath prepared be. 
fore the face of all people, a light te lighten the 
Gentiles, and the glory of the Iſrael of Cod? Now, i 
bleed be the Lord God of Iſrael, for he hath viſſt. 
ed and redeemed his people and hath raiſed up an" 
horn of ſalvation for us, in the houſe of his ſervant 
David; as he ſpake by the mouth of his holy pra 
phets, which have been ſince the world began, Lake 
i. 68, 69, 70. . FOES, = 7 9 s 
Let us ſtop here a little, and wonder at the mourn: 
ful difference betwixt theſe holy prophets,  //aigh 
in particular, and many now who have greater 
advantages than 7/a:ah or any of the holy prophets 
had, of preaching Chriſt and him crucified; him 
who is now ſet forth as crucified before us: and 
yet, alas! how much is he an unknown Chriſt? 
how many pretend to preach Chriſt, yet make not 
him the chief ſubject of their doctrine? Were 
Jſuiab looking up, would he own them as his bre. 
thren in the faith of the Meſſiah, who behave as 
if it were an indecent ſtoop to employ themſelves 
in putting honour and glory upon his name! 
How much of Chriſt and the goſpel is in the; writ- 
ings of the prophets ; but alas! how little-of him 
in the doctrine of many who now would be e. 
ſeemed his new teſtament miniſters ? but let God 
be true, and all men liars: he hath ſaid it, P/al 
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"} 17: - that he will cauſe his name to be remiem- 


raiſe him for ever and eber. 

It is but little we know or can fpeak of the glo- 
ious Honour of Chriſt's majeſty, or talk of his 

power; nor ean we overtake all that the propher 
ſpeaks of his glorious 'mediatory character; nor 
are we able to reach to the depth of the golden 

veins of the unſearchable hes of - Chriſt, that 
ire wrapped up in theſe few words of my text; 

that God hath given him to be a covenant of the 
people. But as the work of this communion: day is 
a remembrance of Chriſt's dying love, a renewing 
dur choice and hold of him whom God hath g7ver' 


his holy covenant, a renewing of a broken cove- 
pant with God, through him who will be ever 
mindful of his covenant + and in reſpect ſuch work 
muſt be attended with conviction of ſin, and our 
reach of covenant, and a deep ſenſe of unwarthi- 


ess to enter into covenant with God, and of in- 
bility of abiding in covenant; and that therefore 


dur hearts do fail us, when we think on theſe 
hings : here our encouragement; here a broad 
dundation for a large ſuperſtructure of grace, 
Chriſt who is our hope, is given to us for a cove- 
nant; God hath made a covenant with his choſen, 
is faithfulneſs to all gener ations. 

In explaining theſe words, 1 ſhall Meer 
Firſt, Endeavour to ſpeak to the import of 
Chriſt's being given for a covenant., + 
Secondly, In what reſpects Jeſus the Meſſiah, is, 
and may be called, A covenant, or, The cove- 
od vant. 

8 Thirdly, Shew what i is imported in ChriſY's be- 
N given for a covenant of the people. | 
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red in all generations, therefore ſhall the people | 


th be @ covenant of the people, a remembrance of 


therefore his mercy [ce be built up for Fur, and 


Fuurthly, 
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8 What is imported in Chriſiin being 


engagements, begin at the head Chriſt, fall firſt q 
him, and then deſcend io the, elect. ſeed !, Ez 
ws 3. Bleſſed be the God and Father of aur Lord Jelu 
Chriſt, who. bath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bl 
ſings in heavenly places in Chriſt, according ai ill * 
hath choſen us in him before the foundation F 
world. er-. ebrovr i} Acts 1 A was 
2. It importeth, that the love of the Father au 
8 of Chriſt, which now hath appeared and brake 
forth in the, deſigns of bis grace, in bringing ut 
into a new covenant ſtate, hath, been in achon to 
us and about us, from eternity, before we had 


8 being, Jer. xxxi. 3. #ith everlaſting love have 
"BY leved thee, therefore with Jeng I ne / * Jþ 
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Springs are in him. 


given for 4 Ch e ] 9 
drawn thee. Prov. vin. 23, 31. Chriſt our cove- 
nant was ſet up from everlaſting, rejoicmg in the 
habitable parts 'of the'tarth. How ſhould thi? 
comfort and encourage faith, and aſſure our hearts, 


that the love of God and of Chriſt deſigned a bleſ: 


ſed eovenant · ſtate for us, when we were not yet 
created; and provided a phyfician before we fell 


ſick; that he had a redeemer in readineſs before 


the fall of man, which he foreſaw ; who provid- 
ed a ſurety before he was needed, to be in readi- 
neſs. to ſtrike hands for our debt! That Chriſt, 


whoſe death we this day remember, ſpake Kindly 


for us, when we were not preſent ; that, without 
being deſired by us, he took our caſe in hand; 
that he undertook for us, when we had neither 
being, nor knowledge of his undertaking! , _ 

3. It imports, that our redemption and falva- 
tion doth not depend upon our , but upon 
God's © gracious will. New this. is the Father's 
will, that of all that he hath given Chrift, all for 
whom Chriſt is given, he ſhould loſe nothing, but 


ſpould raiſe it up again at the laſi-day, John vi. 


39. There is now no more of our will in all the 
buſineſs, but ſo much as is captivated, bowed, and 
carried after God's will, who worketh in us to will 
and to do of his good pleaſure, Phil. ii. 13. And 
how ſweet and comfortable is it, that ſalvation b 


the new covenant is taken off from the mutable-/ 


will of man, and laid upon the immutability of 


God's counſel, Heb. vi. 17. and upon his un- 
changeable will!! : 
4. God's giving of Chriſt to be à covenant, im- 


| porteth, that the fountain and well-ſpring of life 
and falvation, and of all the influences that muſt 
needs lift us towards it, lie out of ourſelves, and 


are placed in Chriſt, 32 IxXxxvii. 7. Al cur 
e is the well. head of our 


life; the well. head of Hife in Adam, was in him 


s . ſelf; - 


, 4 . re ez 
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10 What is imported in Chriſt”s being 
ſelf, but that went dry; he had no other fountain 


whence to. draw, till Chriſt was given, and that 
feuntain of living waters was opened. O how 


ſweet is that to the believer, that his ſalvation i is 


founded on Chriſt, from whom he may take in 
freſh ſupplies, when his well runs dry! There is 
a well of living waters ſpringing up to eternal 


life, John iv. 13. Forſake your on dry. and 


empty wells ; come here and draw, and you ſhall 
be ſatisfied, becauſe Chriſt who is given to be a 
covenant fer you, lives, Je ſhall live aſe, John 
xiv. 19. 

5. The Father's giving Chriſt o be a covenant, 
imports, that all your promiſes of heaven and fal- 
vation, and of all your. ſpiritual concernments, 
are jn a ſurer hand than your own, even in Chriſt's 
keeping, to whom the promifes are made. He 
is the heir of all things, Heb. i. 2. to whom the 
firſt title and right to the-promiſes which are our 
charters, doth belong. They were firſt his, be- 


fore they were ours; yea, apd he was the firſt 
poſſeſſor too. Upon Chriſt did all the acts of 


Chriſt's covenant-love firſt fall, Acts iii. 34. J 
_ grve you the ſure mercies of. David. Moſt of the 
promiſes were made formally to Chriſt, even theſe 
which directly relate to our calling, juſtification 
and ſalvation, Jſaiah liii. 10. 11. And the plea je 
of the Lord fhall profper in his hand. He fhal 


of the travail of his ſcul, and ſhall be ll 


By his knowledge ſhall my righteous ſervant. juſti- 
fy many, fer he ſhall bear their e And 
theſe that were not made formally to him, ſuch 


as, a new heart, a new ſpirit, remiſſion of ſins, 


yet were made to him eminently ; they were laid 
down in him, and conſigned in his hand; for 


Chriſt is not only the original and fountain- cauſe 


of all the premiſes, who. merited by his blood, re- 
9 rightecuſnels and life, which the Lord 


makes 


Ul 


given far à Covenant. * 


makes out by free promiſe ; hut he is allo the firſt 
ſubject of the promiſes, . Chriſt receiveth all the 
covenant-promiſes, which are our rights and char- 
ters, and he keepeth and manageth them for our 
uſe, as may moſt tend for out good. Chriſt, who is 
given to be the covenant, is that excellent ark who 
keepeth the table of the covenant. O how ſweet 
and ſatisfying: is it, that our rights of heaven are 
in ſuch a charter. cheſt, and in the hands of ſuch 
a keeper, even in Chriſt's cuſtody, who will give a 
good account to his Father, of all committed to 
him 5 | | 
6, God's giving Chriſt to be a covenant of the 
+cople, importeth, that Chriſt and the poor ſinner 
are in one writ. - There are both their intereſts 
and their names; ſo that now we ſtand not alone 
in covenant dealings with God; but Chriſt ſtands 
a principal party covenanting for us, and receiv- 
ing the promiſes. His name was put in our bond; 
for he wrote himſelf the ſinner legally, and in the 
ſinner's Place, under the law, accurſed ; and our 
name is put in the writ of juſtification given to 
him, and faith writes the believer righteous and 
bleſſed, 2 Cor. v. 21. God hath made him to be 
ſin for us, who knew no fin, that we might be made 
the righteouſngſs of God in him. There is a com- 
munity of. writs between Chriſt and believers : one 
writ and promiſe makes God the God and Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the God and Father 
of the believer, Heb. i. 5. I will be to him, a fa- 
ther, and he ſhall be to me, a ſon. Pſalm Ixxxix. 
29. His ſeed will Imake to endure for ever. One 
writ makes Chriſt the firſt heir and ſon of the pro- 
miſe, and the believer, a.younger brother coming 
in under Chriſt the firſt heir, P/al. IXxxix. 27. 
Alſo 1 will make him m firſt-born. Col. iii. 26. 
For ye are all the child God by faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt. One writ and acquittance diſcharges both 
5 BY t Chriſt 


12 Mat is imperted in ChriſPs being 

Chriſt and the believer from the curſe and eon- 
demnation of the law, Rom. viii. 34. God ſending 
his own Son in the likeneſs of ſinſul fleſh, and for” 
fin, condemned ſin in the fleſh. "O how eomfor- 
table and ſtrengthning is this, in this day of re- 
membering of Chriſt's dying love, that Chriſt and 
believers are in one writ ; that our covenant-in- 
tereſts in, and relations to God, and all his and 
our concernments, are thus bound up in one writ!- 
If his title to God, to heaven, to promiſes, be 
good and valid, ours is fo too: it he acquit and 
defend his own charters, he doth the ſame for 
ours. Bleſſed arc they who are united to him, in 
the new covenant relation. n 

7. Chriſt's being given to be a covenant of the 
people, imports, that he is entruſted with being 
the grand inſtrument and actor in all things that 
appertain to his people's redemption and ſalvation, 
Heb. v. g. And being made perfect, he became the 
author of eternal ſalvation to all that obey him. O 
how warm, how comfortable is it! what a ſup- 
port to faith, that Chriſt is given to work all man- 
ner of ſalvation for his people, and to be the 
grand inſtrument and chief actor thereof; that now ]- 
we may look to him whom the Father hath giden 
to be a covenant of the people, as the author and 
miſher of faith, Heb. xit. 2. e TU RL 

8. The Father's giving Chriſt to be a covenant 
of the people, imports; his having laid on him all 
the hard conditions, all that the law requires of 
man, condition-ways, Cal. iv. 4. He was made 
under the lau. O how ſweet and comfortable is 
it to the poor creature, who finds himſelf unable 
for all covenant- conditions, to find that Chriſt did 
take upon him all conditions which the law re- 
quires ; fo that now, tho?” the believer be under 
the commands of the Jaw, he is not under the 
conditions thereof, for now is it not to him a cd- 
4 : K venant 


* 
— 


venant. Chriſt alſo did bear the eurſe of the law: 
bur now that which the believers ſuffer, even of 
the things that were written in the book of the 
law, 4re now written in the book of covenant 


mercies.: "Chriſt did take upon him all the condi- 
tions that are works; and nothing remains to the 


believer condition- ways, dut that which is grace. 


It is true, the believer yet Worketh, Eph. fi. 10. 


They are created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good wt; 
but all” workihg, condition ways, was on Chriſt, 


given to be & covenant” of the people. The princi-' 
pal, and moſt fignificatit condition of redemption, 
ſalvation, and all covenant-bleſſings and priviſedges 


promiſed to us, is Chriſt*'s doing his part of the 


covenant, bis laying down his life; not only as. 
the condition of the reward, to be given to Chrift- 


perſonally, but even all the promiſes that were 


made to him concerning his redeemed feed, J/aiah 
ni. 10. 11. He ſhall fee his ſeed; he ſhall prolong 
his days, and the pleaſure of the Lord ſhall profper 


in his hand. He ſhall Jee of the travail of his ſoul, 
and ſhail be ſatisfied.” Chriſt is under a covenant 
to work in his people, all that God requireth of 
them. O how comfortable is it, that Chriſt is 
under a covenant --/to + his ele&t people, not for 
any thing they can do for themſelves, but for 


obliged to fulfil and work in them ! The pro- 
miſes then are fulfilled to us, not becauſe we ful- 
hl the condition, but for Chriſt, in whom they 


zre made to ns, and who did perform all the 


conditions that the law and juſtice of God did re. 
quire. | PATE | 9 25 


9. God's giving Chriſt to be a covenant of the 


people, imports, that Jehovah is engaged by cove- - 
nant with Chriſt for our believing, and Chriſt hath | 
given bond for this alſo. He hall fee his ſeed, 


Iſaiah 


the work that he hath wrought, and the con- 
ditons he hath fulfilled in his own perſon, and is 
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14 That is imported in ChriſPs : being, &e. 
Ifaiah liii. 10. How comfortable is this to the 


weak believer ; how ſtrengthening. to faith, that 


Jehovah gave bond from eternity to Chriſt, and 
itands engaged to him for bowing of our rebelli.. 
ous wills; for ſuch a frame of heart to us, as our 
ſalvation requires! and that Chriſt ſtands, engaged. 
to be to his own, a merciful and faithful high 


prieſt ; and that by the bonds he came under, it 


behoved him to be fo, Heb. ii. 17. O conſider 
that he can no more be unconcerned, with our con- 
cernments, or be untouched with a feeling of out 
| infirmities, than he can ceaſe to be a merciful and 
faithful high prieſt, and fail in the bonds he hath 
given to his Father. "7 p21 6- 1: 
10 God's giving Chriſt to be a covenant of the 
people, imports, the ſure and confirmed ſtate in 
which every believer in Chriſt is. God's cove- 
nanted people are not now in a tottering, ſlippery, 
mutable condition, as were the angels. that fell, or 
Adam in the ſtate of integrity; but now Chriſt 
being given for à covenant of the people, their 
help is laid on him who is mighty, Pſalm. Ixxxix. 
19. on him who giveth power to them tbat have. 
no might, and to them that are faint, he encreaſ- 
eth ſtrength, Iſaiah xl. 28. 29. How- may this 
comfort their hearts who believe in Chriſt : what 
a ſupport is here to their faith, that tho? they be 
not yet out of danger, yet they are in a ſecured 
confirmed ſtate ; that they can no more fall away 
from a ſtate of grace and faith, than Jehovah can 
break to Chriſt, cr Chriſt break to his Father. 
Eſalm Ixxxix. 35. 36, Once have I ſworn by my: 


holineſs, that I will not lie unto Jacob—— his feed | 


ſhall endure for ever. 


11. God's giving Chriſt to be a covenant of the 
people, imports, that through the faith of Chriſt's 


Juſtice, the terrible attribute of God is no more 


dreadful to them who believe in Chriſt, 1 John i. 
"0 
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Tze more partieular uſe of 15 
9. If we confeſs our ſins, he is faithful and juſt to 


forgive our ſins, and\to cleanſe us from all unrigh- 


teouſneſs. Chriſt . hath ſatisfied juſtice, hath paid 
the believers debt to the laſt farthing. How ſweet 
and comfortable muſt this be to the believer, that 
through Chriſt.whom God hath given to be g co- 
wenant of the people, not only grace and Ravel is 
for him, but juſtice alſo, that they may now plead 
tor pardon and remiſſion at the bar of juſlice it. 
felt: . -*; e 4. d 
The more particular uſe of this. 
1. Hath God given Chriſt to be 4 covenant of 
the people? then learn to frame an anſwer to all 
temptations ariſing from our own frailty, muta- 
blity, and inconſtancy, and ſad mixture of unbe- 
lief with faith, and of corruption with grace. Lou 
think Adam and the angels fell who had no fin in 
them; how can we ſtand? Chriſt being given as 
a covenant, anſwers theſe and the like aſſults of 
the weak believer's faith; for 1/7, Thou ſtandeſt 
by faith which excludeth boaſting, and if thou be 
not high minded but fear, thou ſhalt ſtand by faith, 
Rom. Xi. 20. But they who ſtood by the law of 
works feared noi, but were lifted up and fell. 2dly, 
That little and weak faith that is in thee, is of a- 
nother kind than that in innocent Adam or the an- 
gels, which was not in Chriſt the covenant : ſo thy 
fauh is given thee for another end, even that by 
going out of thyſelf, thou mayſt ſtand by faith, 
and cometh from another ſpring, which makes it 
indefectable, Luke xxit. 32. 1 bave prayed for 
thee, that thy faith fail not. 1 John iii. 9. It is 
the ſeed of God that remaineth in thee. 3dly, Al- 
though Adam and the angels that fell, had grace 
without mixture of corruption, yet had they no 
promiſe nor aſſurance of the Spirit, and actual in- 
fluences which the weakeſt believers have, Ezet · 
Xxxvi. 27. And 7 will put my ſpirit within vou, 
et, — 


16 Chriſt being given for a Covenant, 
and cauſe you to walk in my ſlatutes; and ye ſhall 
| keep my judgments and do them. athly,- Neither. of 
had theſe grace in Chriſt the ſtorehouſe, gwen un 
to them ; all their ſtock was In their own hand; 
the fountain of life was in thernfelves, but the be- 
lievgy's, in Chrift, John i. 16. from whoſe faeneſs N be 
they receive, and grace for grace. 5thly, Chriſt I _. 
was never à covenant nor undertaker for angels or I |. 
innocent fam, as he is for them whom the Fa: 
ther, in the eternal counſel of peace hath given fu 
him. 0 , 33 4 $a tt; 


i 


2. From this doctrine, and efpecially on the 2 
day of this holy memorial, learn to ſtudy and ad. .. 
mire theſe eternal depths of love and wiſdom that I 10 
ſhine forth in God's covenant-tranſactions with dy 
Chriſt, that you may be able to comprehend, with I hi 


all faints, what is the breadth and the length, and 
height, and 16;fnvw the love of Chriſt, which paſs ill 4 
ſeth knowledge, Eph. iii. 18. 19. This glorious by 
myſtery the angels defire to ſearch inte, though U 
not ſo much concerned in it, as we are; and fhall ) 


not we ſtudy, remember, and admire it? As A 
I/, The wiſdom and knowledge that found out I t. 
and deviſed this way, which was beyond the poſ. I o, 
- ible reach of men and angels: that loſt man, who 3 
was in as hopeleſs a condition as the fallen angels, - 
ſhould have the hope of recovery by Chriſt, given I ;; 
U LISTS „ 
-. 2dly, The everlaſting out goings of the ſame e. a0 
ternal love, which came forth in coyenant-tranſac I fa 
tions between the Father and the Son, when theſe , 
objects of his love and eternal delight, were not 5 
as yet revealed, Prov. viii. 29.——31. What a 7 
wonder is this, that the dclights of God ſhould , 
be taken up about ſuch object? ! 
34, The ſovereign gracionſnels of free pre. 20 
venting grace, that Chriſt ſhould be given, and as 


ſhould come as a covenant and undertaker for the 
| : people, 


®- 


, 


* The mere particular uſe f - 17 


people, and this not ſought nor ſent for, nor ſo 


much as deſired by us. //aiah lxv. 6. I am ſougbt 
of them that aſked not for me ; Lam found of them 


that ſaug ht me not; I ſaid, behold me, behold me, 


unto a nation that was not called by my name. 


4thly, The ſeaſonableneſs of the notice of his 
being given as a covenant of the people. The' Lord 
provided a phyſician befare we. were fick ; gave 
him to us in due time, Rom. v. 6. For when-we 
were yet without ſirength, in due time Chriſt died 
for the ungodly. When fallen man was ſick unto 
death, when juſtice with a fiery {word kept him 
out from happineſs ; when he was” running away 
and hidding himſelf at the voice of God, Cen. iii. 
10. When the one was deſperate, and the reme- 
dy to our knowledge, impoſlible, then God gave 
him fo he a covenant for us. 5 3 

5thly, We are here to ſtudy and admire the 
double terms by which we hold pardon and life 
by Chriſt, given to be a "covenant of the people: 
by free grace, and by juſtice both. Through Chriſt, 
given to be a covenant, proviſion is made, that 


free grace ſhould acquit wretched ſinners; and 


that juſtice alſo: ſhould diſcharge, them for a full 
price laid down, Chriſt hath ſaid to Jehovah, as 
Paul did to Philemon, concerning Oneſimus, Phil. 
L 19. if he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee any 
thing, put that io my account; I will repay it. 
And this anſwers all that law and juſtice, or the 
accuſer can ſay ; and therefore, every one who by 
faith lays hold on Chriſt, the covenant of the peo- 
ple, may ſay with Paul, Rom. viii. 33. 34. ho 
ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? 


It is God that juſtifieth, who is be that condemn- 


eth? 


3. Learn hence, how needful the knowledge 
and perſuaſion of Chriſt's undertaking to be given 


as 4 cgvenant for us, is: not any thing more ne- 
X 0 ceſſary 
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18 Chriſi”s being given for a Covenunt. 
ceſſary than this; not any thing more needful to 
be believed. /, For our right underſtanding of all 
our debt to Chriſt, who did ſo freely, being un. pr 
der no neceflity, and not deſired by us, undertake 47 
for us, and did put his ſoul in our ſoul's ſtead. A © 
worthy ſtudy indeed, and well becoming a believ. | 7 
er, to know what we owe to Jeſus, given 0 be a 
eovenant, who ſpake for us, behind our back, 
when we were abſent, and who laid down his bond 
for curs. 24%. For eſtabliſhing our hearts in the 
faith of our ſalvation and complete redemption, 
Is there any thing can fo eſtabliſh the heart of a 
believer, as to know that Chriſt is an undertaker 
for him? He who can believe that Chriſt is given 
to be a covenant for him, cannot doubt but he 
will fulfil bis undertaking, and that he ſhall be a. 
ved by bim, Kom. v. 10. Being reconciled to Go, 
by the death of his Sen, we ſhall be ſaved by his 
life, 3dly, For ſilencing al! the actings of unbe- 
lief in us, and the perverſe opinions of our hearts 
concerning God's covenant good- will towards us. 
If the Father bach given Chriſt, and he hath un- 
dertaken to be a eoverant for us; What ground 
for doubting of his willingneſs to take us into co- 
venant with himſelf, or of his readineſs to beſtow 
upon us, all th eſe bleſſings which Chriſt the great 
undertaker hath purchaſed by his death? Rom. viii. 
3 2. God, who: ſpared not his own Son, but pave 
him up te the death for us all; how ſhall he not, 
with him, freely give us all things ? 
5. Is Chriſt given ta be. a covenant of the peo. 
ple? here corufort to all who are convinced of en- 
mity betwixt God and them. Lo, here glad tid- 
. ings ! Chriſt is the covenant, given for this end, 
to make up tho breach which ſin hath made be- 


þ tween God and them. He is already, long ago, þ 

 . deſigned and appointed for this end; for him bath f 

84d given to be a covenant of the people. He hath F 
Ss : already | 


i 
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The, more particular uſe of, &c. 19 


of | already done the work; he hath purchaſed and 
proclaimed peace to rebels, who will come and 
be | accept of it, Eph. ii. 16. 17. That he might re- 
A | concile us to God by the croſs, having ſlain the en- 
v. mity thereby. And came and preached peace 10 
them that were a{ar off, and to them that were- 
E, gh. He is now ready to receive within the bond 
14 | of his covenant, all who will come 2nd declare 
their acceptance of his offer. Why then do you 


F heſitate ? why ſtand you far off? what aileth you? 

a | i there got here encouragement and ſupport far 
+» I faith? is there not here encouragement againſt 
felt enmity, and wrath, feared ?. 


5. Chriſt being given for a covenant of the peo- 
ple, ſhould be improven by us, to eſtabliſh our 
hearts in the faith of the weight, and the preva- 
lency of Chriſt's undertaking for us. He is no 
uſurper. He is a called, and a choſen perſon, and 
therefore all that he doth in the work of our re- 
demption, being according to the commandment 
ne received of his Father, muſt prevail with him 
who gave him for a covenant of the People, from 
whom he received his commiſſion. _ . | | 

6. Is Chriſt given to be a covenant of the peo- 
ple? Then learn the neceſſity and obligation we 
are under of receiving God's gift. They who 
flight the goſpel offer of Chriſt, beſides, the ne- 
glect of the great ſalvation, brought to them, in 
that offe r do flight a choſen officer, and a perſon 
called and put into fo high authority by God, to 
travel with you in the buſineſs of your ſalvation: 
Hou. ſhall they eſcape, who neglect ſo great a ſalua- 
tion? Heb. ii. 3. „„ 
7. To conclude this head, here again comfort 
to them who believe, from Chriſt's being given o 
be à covenant of the people, he hath an eternal call 
from the Father to this great undertaking. He 
deeds not much intreaty to be about the office 
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20 J what reſpecfs Chriſt 


whereunto he is called of God. If at any time you 
think he will refuſe your intreaties, which he 
will not, yet he cannot ſhake off his Father's cal. 

ling him to this great undertaking. O what en. 
couragement to come to him, to covenant with 
Gad through him, who can no more decline any 
thing that may be for your good, than he can be 
unanſwerable to his Father's calling and appoint- 
ment, or unfaithful in his office, or in performing 
of the great truſt given to him, which is impoſſi. 
. | # TY 


The SECOND GENERAL HEAD is, To 
ſhow in what reſpects the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is, 
and may be called, a covenant, or the covenant, 


The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is called a covenant of 
the people; but how can this be, fince covenants 
are between two different parties, and Chriſt our 
mediator is but one party: how can he be called 
a covenant, | Z | 

Anſwer 1. In reſpect that the abridging and 
ſumming up of the whole covenant is in Chriſt, in 
whoſe wonderful mediatory perſon, the two par- 
ties at enmity were united. [will give the — a 
covenant of the people; that is, I will make a 
gift of thee to be to my people, the ſummary 
* and compend of all the bleſſed tranſaction, and 
** covenant which I purpoſe with them.” “ 

2. It imports the commitment of the whole bu- 
{inefs which God propoſed to do with his people 


in the way of a covenant, unto Chriſt, to be ma- 


naged by him, or it imports, that Chrift is all the 
covenant. All the covenant is compriſed in Chriſt ; 
or God, by giving Chriſt, doth give the covenant 


of the people with him. But more particularly ; 
Chriſt is the covenant, and what follows, gives us 
comfortable views of Chriſt, with whom, in the 


remem- 


1 


7s called a Covenant, 21 

remembrance of his d ying love, we are to ſeal a 
covenant : and this 3. in this ſolemm action 
before us, we profeſs to be ſo e 1 * 
Chriſt is the covenant, 

1ſt, Originally and -fundamernally. He is the 
original and root upon which it is grounded. The 
covenant of grace took its riſe and being from 
Chriſt, Rev. xxi. 16. He teſti fieth to the churches, 
that he is the root and offspring of David. He is 
the ancient foundation of that which was reveal- 
ed of the covenant from the beginning of the 
world ; therefore God revealing this covenant in 
paradiſe, preſently after the fall, bottomed it up- 
pon Chriſt the /eed of the woman, Gen. iii. 15, and 
revealed it io Abraham, he prounded it upon Chriſt, 
Abraham's feed, in whom all the families of the 
earth fhould be bleſſed, Gen Kii. 3. xvii, 1. 2. 
Chriſt is the eternal foundation of the Covenant, 
upon whom it was bottomed in the eternal de- 
crees of God: hence our calling and ſalvation are 
ſaid to be promiſed us, and given us in him, be- 
fore the world began, Tit. i. 2. In hopes of eternul 
life, which Ged, who cannot lie, hath promiſed, 
before the wield began. 2 Tim. i. 2. Who hath 
ſaved us, and called us with an holy culling,” nut 
according io our works, but according o his own 
purpoſe and grace which was given us in C prift 
Teſus, before the world began. 

24ly, Chriſt is the covenant primarily; and by 
propriety, as fire is hot for itſelf, and all things 
hot for it, and by participatien, becauſe with 
Chriſt was the covenant made, as the chief part * 
and with believers, in ſubordination to him 
him it was made for himſelf ; with us, lit was ö 
made for him; therefore it is his covenant by 
propriety, and outs by participation, and there- 
fore all the promiſes are fulfilled, firſt in him, 
therefore it js his covenant, and the acts of 

BE God's 


22 n what reſpedts Chriſt 
God's love terminate firſt in him, and then de- 


ſcend down to us. [ſaiah lix. 21. This is my cove- 
nant with them, ſaith the Lord, my ſpirit which is 


mouth, ſhall not depart out of thy mauth, nor out of 
feeds. feed, henceforth and for ever. 3 

3dly, Chriſt is the covenant, eminently, becauſe 
he is the chief bleſſing of the covenant, there not 


dle of promites, contained in the covenant ; there- 
fore he is ſpoken of by way of eminency, as being 
the tranſeendant gift of God, and matchleſs effect 


the like, John iti. 16. God ſo loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten ſon, that whoſo believeth on 
him, fhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life. 
He is the pearl of great price, the moſt precious 
{tone in all the jewel; all other things in the co- 
venant, righteouſneſs, life, pardon, peace, &c. 
are but the garniſh gf this jewel, Song v. 10. He 
7s the chief among ten thouſand. He is the moſt 
ſweet and precious being, in all the cluſter of pro- 
mies, which grow together in the covenant, Song 


 phire in the vineyards of En-gedi. He is the faireſt 
and brighteſt ſtar. Rev. xxii. 16. The bright and 
morning ſtar. He is the faireſt ſtone in all the 


the garden of God, like the tree of life inthe midſt 


trees of the wood ; ſo is my beloved among the ſons. 
4th, Chriſt is the covenant, virtually or equiva- 
lently ; he is the juſt value of all the bargain ; he 


- ſo that if the value of it were aſked, how much it 


- 1s 


ES 


upon thee, and my words which I have put in thy 


the mouth of thy feed, nor out of the mouth of thy 
being ſuch another promiſe and gift in all the bun- 


of God's love, beſides which there is not another 


i. 14. My beloved is unto me, as a cluſter of cm- 


building, none like unto him; he is the choſen 
of God, and precious; he is the faireſt tree in all 


of Eden, Song ii. 3. As the apple tree among the 


is of as much worth, as all that is promiſed and 
contracted to believers, in the covenant of grace; 


is called a Covenant. n 3 


is worth, it could not be anſwered otherwiſe than 
ſo: it is of as much value as Chriſt is: and when 
the promiſes are fulfiled to the utmoſt, they a- 
mount not beyond the giving of Chriſt to be- 
lievers, John i. 12. To as many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become the ſons of Cod; even 
to them that believe on his name. Col. ff 11. 
Chriſt is all and in all. 

5thly, Chriſt is the very ſample and firſt pattern 
of the covenant, and of the deſign of grace carried 
on thereby ; this we have in the union of the two 


natures in Chriſt, the mediator's perſon. For, 


conſider, I pray, the great deſign of favour, 
carried on by the covenant of grace, is an union of 
man with God, a reſtoring of man, to a ſtate of 
friendſhip with God, and in Chriſt, the covenant ; 
his perſon- was the ſampler, and original pattern 
of all the buſineſs ; to wit, Firſt, of God's infinite 
condeſcenſion, and ſtooping fo far, towards a near- 
neſs and union with man, Philip. il. 6. 7. Who 
being in the form of Cod, thought it no robbery 10 
be equal with God ; but made himſelf of no reputa- 
tion, and took upon him the form of a ſervant, and 
was made in the likeneſs of men. Secondly, of the 
unſpeakable exaltation of our nature, towards an 
union with God, Heb. ii. 16. For verily, he too 
not on him the nature of angels, but the ſeed of A- 
braham ; for which cauſe he is not aſhamed to call 
us his brethren... Thirdly, of the union and con- 
junction, which is the reſult of God's condeſcen- 
ſion, and is our exaltation. So then, Chriſt is 
the covenant, in this reſpect, as in his mediatory 
perſon, we W. the firſt ſampler of the union and 
agreement of the parties covenanting 

6:hly, Chriſt is the coven2nc, comprehenſi ively, 
or ſummarily, and, as hath been noticed, is the very 
compend and abridgment of the covenant. In his 
perſon, there is a farm of the whole. Confider this 
| ow 


" hs In what reſpet#s Chriſt of 


how the parties, articles, mutual Ripulations, pro. 
miſes, properties, and bleſſings of the covenant, 


are all ſome way abridged in Chriſt, and ſummed 


up in his mediatory perſon. And 


covenant of grace, or rather both the parties are 


comprehended in the mediator's perſon. He is 
boch the parties, in the following reſpects; 1. Be- 


cauſe of the union of the divine and human nature, 
in his bleſſed perſon. He is God- man, and God 
maniſeli in the fleſh, 1 Tim. iii. 16. He came in 
the likeneſs of finful fleſh, Rem. viii. 3. He took 
upon him the nature of fallen man, yet-fanQified 
by the union with the divine nature. 2; Becauſe 
that perſon who is the covenant, is upon both 
ſides of it: as being one with the Father and the 


Holy Ghoſt, he is on God's fide of the covenant; 


and as being one with us, he is on our fide of the 


covenant. He is not only on both fides of the 


covenant; but he contracts for both parties, car- 


rying the relation of a party, both upward to God, 


and downward to us. He waiteth and covenant- 
eth for God with us; and he treateth and cove- 
nanteth for vs with God, which, upon the mat- 
ter, is to carry both parties in his perſon. 

2. The fum of all the articles of the covenant, 


is in Chriſt. Conſider then wha: is the ſum of the 


articles; even this. 7will be yaur God, and ye 
ſhall be my people : now this is in Chrift Jeſus, 1. 
In regard of the conjunction of relations in him 
towards God, owning his people, and his people 
owning him; he being the only perſon in heaven 
or carth who is able to hear the relation of Ged 
towards the people, or of the people towards God, 
for he is Immanuel, God with us, Matth. i. 23. 


Here is God and the people united, and -@wulng 


one angther, and in ſome things he doth repreſent 
G06 to us as ours, and ſometimes he doth repre 
0! an Ge {ent 


— 
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is called a Covenant. 25 
ſent the people to God, as his. 2. In regard of 
cauſality ; for Chriſt is not the cauſe of God's love 
to the elect, or of God's electing love, but the 
effect thereof, as John iii. 16. yet he is the cauſe 
of the effects and acts whereby it runneth forth to 
us. Chriſt is the bottom of the relation that is 
betwixt God and his people; for by his taking a 


new covenant-right unto God as his God and Fa- 


ther by covenant, he did Jay the foundation of 
his being our God by covenant, and of our being 


the peope of God by covenant, which had never 


been, were it not for Chriſt's new covenant-right. 
3. In regard of conveyance, or of the way and 
manner in which we have acceſs to this privilege 
and covenant-ſtate, to have God to be our God. 
God is our God in Chriſt ; and we are his people 
in and through Chriſt : and without an exiſtence 
in Chriſt, and union to him, God is not ours, 
nor are we his, Eph. i. 12. For covenant-relati- 
ons, as well as covenant-bleſſings come to us 


| through Chriſt. We come to God in Chriſt, and 


God cometh to us, and becometh ours in Chriſt, 
2 Cor. v. 19. God was in Chrift, reconciling the 
world to himfelf. Heb. vii. 25. He is able to ſave 
to the uttermo/!, all them that come to Cod by him. 

3. The ſum of the mutual ſtipulation in the co- 
venant, is in Chriſt, who may be well called the 
whole ſtipulation, 1. Becauſe it is he who obtain- 
eth the conſent of both parties, and receiveth their 
Amen to that bleſſed tranſaction of friendſhip and 
union ; the conſent of the one from everlaſting, 
and that of the other when we believe. 2. Be- 
cauſe the covenant was given to him to be fulfil- 


led on both ſides by him. It was fulfilled on God's 


ſide, for he was the perſon ſent to perform all 
that God had promiſed to his people: by him it 
was fulfilled on our part, for he was the perſon 
In whom our help was laid. 3. Becauſe upon the 

DD : matter, 
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matter, Chriſt is the very thing which is ſtipula- 
ted upon both ſides. Conſider that God ſtipulates 
to give us Chriſt, and that is the ſum for what he 
ſtipulates to give himſelf to us: again we reſtipu- 
late to give Chriſt to God for all that the covenant 
requires of us. 1 Cor. i. 30. Phil. ni. 9. For 


this is the nature of the goſpel-covenant; it craveth | 


conditions and duties of us, but filleth the hand 
with Chriſt wherewith to pay the maſter's rent, 
and we do anſwer all that is craved, with Chriſt, 
which maketh the craving gentler. 

4. Chriſt is the covenant as he is the ſum of 
the promiſes 15 bleſſings of the covenant, which 
doth appear, 1. From the firſt diſcovering of the 


_ covenant, which had but one promiſe in it, and 


that was Chriſt; Cen. iii. 1 5. The ſeed of the wo- 
man. 2. From God's explication of the ſum of 
the promiſes and covenant, when it was more ex- 
plicitly held forth to be Chriſt gifted to the people ; 
Gen. xii. 3. And in thee ſhall all the families of the 


earth be bleſſed. Iſa. Iv. 3. 4. And 1 will make 


an everlaſting covenant with you, even the ſure 
mercies of David. Behold, I have given him for 
a witneſs to the people. 3. This appears from 
the Holy Ghoſt's accounting Chriſt's coming to 
be the performing of the whole covenant and pro- 
miſes; Luke i. 69. 72. 73. And hath raiſed up an 
horn of ſalvation for us, in the houſe of his ſervant 
David. To perform the mercy promiſed to our fa- 
there, and to remember his holy covenant ; the 
oath which he ſware unto our father Abraham. 

5. Chriſt is the ſum of all the properties of the 
covenant, not only becauſe whatſoever theſe pro- 
perties ſpeak forth of the nature of that tranſacti- 
on, is to be found in Chriſt ; but alſo and chiefly, 
becauſe Chriſt is the foundation of all theſe pro- 
5 as may appear by a ſhort account of the 

properties 
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roperties of the covenant, which are all compri- 
ſed in Chriſt. As, 

1/1, The freeneſs of the covenant is compri- 
ſed in Chriſt, The covenant of grace is free; or 
Chriſt freely given to the people, is the ſum of the 
free covenant ; yea, it is in and for Chriſt that 
the covenant is a free covenant : for the ſame 
righteouſneſs, life, and covenant-bleſlings, which 
are freely promiled and offered to us, were pur- 
chaſed by Chriſt, and a ſatisfaction given to the 
juſtice of God for them : and becauſe he paid a 
price for them, therefore they are free gifts to us. 
He made all covenant-mercies free to us by cove- 
nant. I do not ſay that Chriſt was the cauſe of 
God's eternal tranſaction, which he purpoſed in 
| himſelf ; but that he is the cauſe of theſe effects 
of covenant-graces which come freely to us for 
his fake, who bought them with a great price; 
Pet. i. 18. 19. For we are not redeemed with 
corruptible things ſuch as ſilver and gold; but 
with the precious blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb 
| without blemiſh and without ſpot. 04 
p 24ly, The everlaſtingneſs of the covenant is 
n compriſed in Chriſt. The covenant is an everlaſt- 
# ing covenant, and he is the everlaſting God, and 
| everlaſting Mediator, who was ſet up from the be- 
„ Linning, or ever the earth was, Prov. vill. 23. 
„Lea, it is in, and for, and through Chriſt, that 
the covenant of grace hath everlaſtingneſs in 
. it. If we look backward, it could not have 

been, everlaſting, unleſs there had been ano- 
ther everlaſting party for the everlaſting Father 
to deal with ; or, if we conſider the everlaſting- 
i. | neſs of the covenant, by looking forward, Chriſt 
is the foundation of that: and it is in, and for 
him, that the covenant in this reſpect, is everlaſt- 
1 ing: J. lix. 21. As for me, this is my cove- 
e ant with them, ſaith the Lord my ſpirit that is 
D 2 | upon 
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upon thee, and my words which ] have put in thy 
mouth, ſhall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out 
of the mouth of thy ſeed, nor out of the mouth of thy 


 feed's ſeed, ſaith the Lord, from kenceforth and 


fer ever. 


3dly, The order of the covenant is compriſed 
in Chriſt. The covenant is a rene cove- 
nant, and the order of the whole covenant-tranſ- 
action is furamed up in Chriſt, in whom the par- 
ties meet together in this order, God coming down 
to us in Chriſt, and we coming up to God in 


_ Chriſt : yea, all things that are ordered and diſ- 
| poſed concerning covenant grace and bleſlings, are 


ordered in him, and for him, and by him. The 
methods and ways of Gat's diſpenſing and ordering 
covenant-bleſſings, are in him, and through him, 
as the channel and conveyance thereof : Eph. 1. 5. 


 Blefſed be the God and Father of 'our Lord Feſus 


Chrift, who hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſ- 
ſings in heavenly places in Chriſt. . 
 4thly, The ttability of the covenant is compri- 
ſed in Chriſt ; Chrift is the ſame, yeſterday, to · 
day, and for evermore, Heb. xiii. 8. Yea, he is 
the very ſtability of the covenant of grace: for 
all the promiſes of God in him are yea, and in 
him ar amen, to the glory of God by us, 2 Cor. 
i. 20. Becauſe Chriſt is in the covenant, as a 


nail in a ſure place, and as a foundation and cor. 


ner-ftone, which cannot be removed; therefore ſta- 
bility and firmneſs is in the covenant, Jaiab xxii. 


23. Becauſe the covenant made with him is ſure, 


therefore the covenant made with us is ſure, P/al. 
IsXXx1x. 33. 34. And becauſe Chriſt is given for 
a chvenant to the people, therefore ſtability is gi- 
ven to the covenant, as an eſſential property thereof. 
| 5thly, The perfection of the covenant of grace 
is compriſed in Chriſt, It is a perfect covenant, 
and he is a perfect and compleat Chriſt. It is a 
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perfect covenant, becauſe Chriſt is in it, in whom 
ye are compleat, Col. ii, 9, 10. in whom dwelleth 4 
I perfect fulneſs, and all defirable perfections. If | 
' | Chriſt had not been in it, perfection had not been 
in it; nor ſhould that covenant been able to per- 
fect us for ever, but had left us as the covenant | 
of works did, without help, without hope thereby. , 
But becauſe God gave Chriſt for he covenant of — 
be people, therefore perſection is in it, and came 
do us by it, 1 Cor. i. 30. But of him are ye in Chriſt | * 
Teſus, who of God is made unto us wiſdom, aud | 
| righteru/neſs, and ſancti cation, and redempiion. | 
6thly, The ſatisfactorineſs of the covenant of "il 
grace is compriſed in Chriſt ; it is. a ſoul-ſatisfying | 
covenant, and-he is a ſoul. ſatisfying Chriſt; 2 Sam. 
| xxiii. 5. For this is all my ſalvation, and all my 
defire. Pſal. Ixxii. 25. Whom have 1 in heauen 
but thee? and there is none in all the earth whom 
I would deſire be ſides thee, Yea, Chriſt is the. | 
foundation of that ſatisfaction which believers find 
by being within the covenant of grace. It is in 
and for him that the covenant is ſatisfying : if 
Chriſt were not in it, the believer ſhould never ſay 
of it, This is all my deſire. ; but becauſe he is in it, 
they ſay as P/al. xvi. 6. The lines are fallen to me 
in pleaſant places; yea, 1 have a goodily heritage. 

6. Chriſt is the covenant, as he is the ſum of 
all covenant- bleſſings. They are all abridged in 
him, Col. ini. 11. He is all and in all, 1, Emi - 
nently, beeauſe he is the chief bleſſing of the co- 
venant. Re is the marrow and fatneſs of the 
whole bargain, John iv. 10. 14. If thaw neweſt 
the gift of Gad, and u it is that ſaith unto thee, 
Give me to drink, thou would/t have «/ted of him, 
and he ſhould have given thee living water. 
But whoſoever drinketh of the water that 4 
ſhall give him, ſhall never thirſt but it ſhall be 
in him as a well of water: ſpringing up ng: | 
| terna 


oh. 7 


r C0. 6», 


— 


- 
f, 
(+, 
, 
1 


Ly * , 
& 4 5 r g - * 428 
——— ˙ w ge * - 
— * n — # 2 > 
S a > ws . — CIR; 
© * 98 


30 The Impr ovement. 
ternal life. 2dly, Comprehenſively, becauſe in 


him, as in a ſtorchouſe, all covenant-bleſlings are 


ſtored. and treaſured up, Col. ii. 9. For in him 
dwelleth the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily, John i. 
14. 16. The Mord was made fleſh, and dwelt among 
us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 


begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth and | 


of his fulneſs have we all received, and grace for 


grace. 3dly, Ultimately, becauſe he is that co- 


venant- bleſſing for which the whole bargain is 


_ fought after; and all other things are but ſought 


for Ws 4thly, Virtually, becauſe where God gi- 
veth Chrift, the whole covenant is reckoned to be 
performed, Luke i. 72. Ts perform the mercy pro- 

miſed to cur fathers, and to remember his holy” 
covenant. Sthly, Conſequentially, becauſe all 
other covenant- bleflings follow him, as acceſſions 
do follow any other principal thing; Rom. vill, 
32. He who ſpared not his own Son, but gave him 
up to the death for us ; ſhall he not with him alſo 


freely give us all things : Prov. vill. 25. For whe» 
foever findeth me, findeth life, and ſhall obtain 1 


vour of the Lord. 
Some USE and IMPROVEMENT. of this. 
1. Is Chriſt the covenant, yea, all the covenant ? 
This ſpeaks ſad reproof to ſundry ſorts of per- 


| ſons. As, 


I ft, To thoſe who ſeck ſomething elſe, the 
ſtrength of whoſe purpoſes is laid upon ſomething - 
inferior to Chriſt ; who ſpend their money for that 
which is not bread, and their labour for that which 


| ſatisfieth not, Iſa. Iv. 2. ; who compaſs themſelves 


about with [parks of their own kindling ; ſeeking: 


an happineſs where it is not to be found. 


2dly, To ſuch as ſeek and follow after ſomething 
more than Chriſt, who is all the covenant. Alas, 


how many behave as if there were not a full bleſ- 


ſing in Chritt ! Chriſt alone without other things 
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in the world, cannot content them, tho? beſides 
Chriſt all things are vanity and a lie. Without 
Chriſt, whatever ye may enjoy, tho? it were the 
peculiar treaſure of kings and princes, all is vanity 
and vexation of ſpirit. How vain is their purſuit 
who live without Chriſt, and are always ſaying, 
Who will ſhew us any good ? | 
34ly, It ſpeaks ſad reproof to thoſe who feel 
ſomething leſs than Chriſt, whom life and ſalvation 
would ſatisfy : a created heaven without Chriſt 
would anſwer their deſires after happineſs. How 
many fit down ſatisfied with a ſhort preſent ſpi- 
ritual allowance, but ſeek not all in Chriſt, with 
(bim, through him, and from him, like the diſciples, | 
Mark ix. 5. 6. who ſpoke of building tabernacles | 
in the mount, and forgat that their happineſs lay in | 
Chriſt himſelf, whatever ſhould be the degree and 9 
manner of his manifeſting himſelf to them ! Ma- | 
ny deprive themſelves of the comfort to be had in 
covenanting and ſealing times, becauſe they deſire 
their comfort more from the frame of their hearts, | 
than from Chriſt the covenant, a ſure foundation f 
of comfort and hope, when all other comforts 
„and deſireable things do fail. : | 

2. Is Chriſt the covenant ? then let this be im- 
proven for commending Chriſt to you. And from 
this view of him as the covenant, learn, 

1, To ſee the neceſlity of receiving Chriſt, 
and of being in him, without which we can have 
no right to the covenant, nor to the ſeals of it, nor 
to any thing contained in the covenant. If it were 
poſſible for you to receive all that is in the go- 
{pel-offer, and not to receive Chrift, all theſe 
things without him could not change your cove- 
nant- ſtate, Eph. ii. 12. If you continue without 
Chriſt, you are ſtill without the covenant. They 
who are in covenant with God, are ſaid to be 
in Chriſt, Rom. vili. 1. "3. nn 
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Il | 2dly, Learn hence the way how God's ton: 
N federated people ſhould come to God, and receive 
| the ſeal of the covenants It is not enough that 
I * we come to God and bring Chriſt with us, 1 
third perſon ; but we mult alſo come to God, # 
being in Chriſt, as being one with him, John xv 

2. This is to come to God through Chiilt: 
Chriſt and you muſt be one myſtical petſon; and 
then what acceſs the wonderful umauuel hath to 

the Father, you ſhall have the ſame. = 
zaly, Be perſuaded to take him who is given 

of God fer a covenant. Make Chriſt your own, 

and you make all the bargain your ow). We be: 
ſeech you to receive the gift, that draweth all the 
1 covenant along with it. It may be concerning to 
1 you, to know when you receive Chriſt as the co- 
| venant ; for which take the following things for 
* anſwer. As, 1½, When you receive the very bonds 
' of the word, and that which doth moſt croſs your 
corruption. 24ly, When you embrace and kils 

the promiſes ; when you love them dearly, and 
welcome them kindly, for the good that is in. \ 
them, and for the aſſurance of enjoying al 
through Chriſt, in whom they are all yea and d. 


e ee re . t  e * 
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men. 3dly, When we find ſomething ſweeter and a 
better in the promiſe than ſalvation, even Chrilt M : 
himſelf. A temporary believer may receive the 4 
word with joy, and the promiſes of it: but how! 4 
for the ſalvation that is in the word. But the be F 
t ever finds ſomething in the promiſes better than 
£ falvation, even Chriſt, the chief among ten thit 
K ſand ; which made Peter ſay, as John vi. 68. Lord, 
U- to whom fhall we go but unto thee? thou haſt tel _ 
. words of eternal life, | I 
| 4thly, Since God giveth Chriſt for all the co- 5 


1 venant, be then perſuaded to take him for all, and 1 

to make uſe of him for all. As, (1.) To-fulfl al _ 
the promiſes of the covenant to you, fur us, 2 
Cor. 
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Cor. i. 20. In him they are yea, and in him they 
are amen. (a.) But, alas! are you ſaying, I can». 
not do what God in his- covenant requireth of me; 
I cannot get my heart engaged to approach unto 
God? Look to Chriſt, as the Covenant engaged to 
work that in you, which he requireth of you. He 
will enable you to believe; he will make you w7l- 


4 


ling in the day of his power : he ſtands engaged 


for it, John vi. 37. That all whom the Father hath 
given him, ſhall come unto him. He is bound by the 
covenant, of which you are this'day to receive the 
ſeal, to perform the duties in you which the co- 
venant requireth of you. He will work in you, to 
will and to do of his good pleaſure, Phil. ii. 12. 
Coming to God through him, whom God hath g,. 
ven to be à covenant of the people, when you are 
weak in yourſelves, you ſhall become ſtrong, you 
ſhall be enabled to do all things through Chriſ? 
ſtrengthening you, Phil. iv. 13. You are to feal a 
covenant this day ; but firſt make ſure an intereſt 
in him whom God hath given for the covenant, 
and then the ſeal ſhall not be put to à blank. 
Make ſure an intereſt in Chriſt, and then you ſhall 
be eſtabliſhed in him, and ſhall be ſealed with the 
earneſt of the Spirit in your hearts, 2, Cor. i. 21. 
22. He will ſhed abroad his love in your heart, 
will cauſe you to feel the conſtraining power and 
influence thereof on your foul, and make you to 
remember his love more than wine.” 
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The THIRD GENERAL HEAD, is, to ſhew 
what is imported in Chriſt's being given for a co- 
venant of the people. I. Chriſt's Being a cove-. 
nant of the people importeih, that in our covenant- 
ing with God, Chriſt muſt be upon our fide ; bis 


name muſt be in our band. This is the way to co- 
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venant with God with comfort and hope. Alas 
we reap not the benefit of covenanting with God, 
becauſe we fet not about the work with God on 


our ſide. Many under the convictions of ſin, do 
purpoſe and reſolve againſt it for the future; the 


vow and promiſe, and then they think all is well ; | 
but all the time they are not divorced from the | 


law as 2 covenant of works, and then when they 
break their reſolutions, they are afraid of God as 
Adam was after he had ſinned. No comfort nor 
covenant eſtabliſnment can they have, that ſeek 
it in this way“: no comfort, if Chriſt ſtand not 
jointly with us in our covenanting with God, 
What can we do in remembering Chriſt the cove- 
nant of the people, if we do not receive him as 
gifted of God to the people, and give him back 
again to God for our part of the covenant? We 
are covenant-breakers, and cannot covenant to be 
the Lord's, if Chriſt be not our ſurety. Behold 
we bring you glad tidings of great joy, good news 


for broken ſinners, who have made themſelves ir. 


_ reſponſible, who cannot fulfil the covenant of 
works, nor anſwer the charge of the law them- 
ſelves; Chriſt is cautioner and on your ſide, he 
hath undertaken the debt, and hath diſcharged it; 


he hath borne all the wrath due to you, hath ful- 


filled the law broken by you ; .and now there is 
nothing required of you covenant-ways but he is 
anſwerable for. Therefore you may ſay with a 
holy confidence, I have ſworn and I will perform, 
becanie my covenant furety and cantioner 1s law- 
abiding, and hath given a proof of his grace and 
confirmation of his covenant- love. Hh 

i ho, in the night he was betrayed, took bread, &c. 


H 


O! be now admiring the love which made 
Chriſt undertake for you, and come under an act 


of 


a 
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of cautionry for you; in putting his name in 
your bond, and ſtanding upon your ſide. Behold 
how he loved you! read a demonſtration of his 
love, in every thing he acted as your covenant, in 
every ſtate wherein he carried your condition, in 
every act wherein he acted your part; in his being 
broken for you; in his acting for you, and in 
you. Is it not ſtrange, that they who ſeek for 
proofs and demonſtrations of his love, ſhould neg- * 
lect ſo great a proof of it, that when we were * 
bankrupts, and had no credit for covenanting 
with God, ſhould have ſuch a covenant. party 
provided for us, by which our covenant-Rate may 
be repaired ? O how ſweet. muſt the remembrance 
of it be to a believing communicant ! that Chriſt 
sis ſurety and cautioner for the people, and that 
k bis ſuretyſhip reacheth unto the whole covenant, 
to every condition and command in it, to every 
promiſe in it, to fulfil them all, to pay all four 
debt, and to perform all our duty, to work all 
our work, and to undergo all our puniſhment. 


After ſupper he took the cup, &c. 


© W Ts Chriſt given to be a covenant of the people, 
to be on either fide of the covenant, as well as 
„bound to accompliſh all that God hath promiſed 
5 W them, hath ſaid he will do to them, and for them? 
hben are you in Chriſt's debt beyond all reckon- 
ing that can be made of it. It ſhall be your work 
through eternity, to caſt up the ſum of the debt of 
grace you are under. You ſhall never be able to 
requite him ;. you ſhall through all eternity remain 
his debtors for his undertaking and engaging for 
you, for his paying that which he undertook ; for 
: his diſcharging of 6ur debt, and for his reporting 
his Father's diſcharge of it. You are in Chriſt's 
debt for undertaking that for you unrequeſted ; 
f F . that 
FN 
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that he did conſent to put his name in your bond, 


and to ſubſcribe a ſatisfaction to the violated law; 
you are in his debt for paying fo great a ranſom, 
as 1 Pet. i. 18. 19. You are in his debt for the 
fair acquittance and diſcharge which he hath ob- 
tained and received for you; that now you have 
the cup of the new teſtament in your hand, ſhed 


for the remiſſion of fins. You are in his debt 


for all that he hath wrought in you, from the 


time that hefirft bowed your will to believe, un- 
to this day; for every piece of your obedience; 


for all your fruit, for every duty performed by 
you, for all the influences of his Spirit upon 

Ou. | 1 | ; TY 
1 Now, you have been partaking of the ſeal of 


| God's covenant, learn to deal with God in all 
things pertaining to his covenant ; as having Chriſt 


engaged to you, and for you, whether you be in 


any doubtfulneſs abvut the promiſes, or in any 


difficulty and perplexity about the duties of the 
covenant, till your dealings declare that you took 


to Chriſt ; and this gives you confidence and bold. 
neſs, Heb. iv. 16. In your dealings with God 


that you. need not flee, as aſhamed to be ſeen in 
God's preſence : do but preſent Chriſt in your 
place and room, and he is ſatisfied. Now, come 
to Chriſt as to a perſon already engaged for you, 
as unto one whoſe honour lieth at the ſtake, f 

performance of all things, whatſoever are con- 
fained in the covenant. In your dealings with 
your duty, and with the law which command- 
eth it: you are not to flee the command, as 
the broken debtor doth the face of the creditor, 
Iike them who are not lJaw-abiding ; but you 
are now through Chriſt on your ſide, and in 


covenant with you, to welcome every com- 


mand and charge of the law, as being in ſome 


neat capacity to ſpeak with it, and give it ſome fa- 
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tisfying anſwer : Heb. x. 19. 22. Having therefore, 
brethren, boldneſs to enter into the holieſt, by the 
blicd of ' Jeſus ——Let us draw near with a true 
hear t in full aſſurance of faith, having ur hearts 
ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, and our bodies 
waſhed with pure water. Heb. iv. 14. 16. See- 
ing then that we have a great high prieſt, that is 
paſſed into the heavens.— Let us therefore come 
boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. 
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II. Chriſt's being given for a covenant of the 
people importeth, that he is one taken from a- 
mong the people. Here the comfort of the work - 
of the day, to remember the wonderful conde- 
ſcendency of the redeeming love, Pfal. Ixxxix. 19. 
That Cod bath laid our help upon One that is mig he 
ty, and bath exalted One choſen out of the people. 
The nature that had finned behoved to ſatisfy, 
tho no ſatisfaction could have been given, if the 
Redeemer had not been God as well as man. 
Without controverſy, great is the myſtery of god- 
lineſs, God manifeſted in the fleſh, 1 Tim. ili. 16. 
The Word was made fleſh, and dwelt among us, 
and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. O 
the gloty of Immanuel, Cod with us! Rad he 
been only God, his awful and terrible Majeſty 
had made us afraid ; we could never have thoughts 
of enjoying communion with the great and dread- 
ful God: had he been only man, we could have 
had no hope from the merits of his obedience and 
death. But our covenanted. and covenanting Re- 
deemer is the great God, and therefore mighty 
to ſave. He is God in our nature, who hath # 
feeling of our infirmities ; therefore we may come 


{OY 
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to him, and to God through him, with a holy 
doldneſs. O how bleſſed is their ſtate who are 
within the bond of the covenant! you are mot 
come to the mountain that cannot be touched, but 10 
Feſus the Mediator of the new covenant. Alas, ſay 
it you, how ſhall we have covenant with God? 
you may with boldneſs approach to God with 
your ſervice. You may lay hold on his cove. 
nant, and claim the bleſſings and privileges thereof; 
for God is come near to you, he deals with you 
in your nature, to put between you and his an- 
ger, one in your nature to ſpeak for you, when 
you cannot, dare not ſpeak for yourſelves. When 
you think on your guiltineſs, that you deſerve: no- 
thing but wrath, behold the covenant of the pes. 
ple procuring bleſſings for you, when you deſer- 
ved none ; behold him making proviſion for you, 
when you are needy ; ſupplying your wants, when 
you were poor and ſorrowful; making his ſalva- 
tion to lift you on high. 


In that night=—he took bread, &c. 


Now is a fit time when remembering Chriſt, the 
covenant of the people, broken for you, to be me- 
ditating on his appearings, acting and mediating 
in your nature, as an unparalleiled inſtance of con- 

deſcending love; that the immortal God ſhould 
become mortal fleſh The breach between us and 
God could nut be otherwiſe made up; a broken 
Chriſt, the repairing of the breach that fin hath 
made between God and you, and through him a 
covenant of peace between God and you is made 
up. O think of it, ye who have broken with God, 
and could never repair your breach; conſider the 
honcur and advantage you have by a God in your 
nature; a covenant, cftabliſhed through. one in 
your nature; the glorious communion which you 
now have with God in your nature; now the co- 
1 venant 
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venant is with one of the people, who, at the 
ſame time, is the great God, Tit. it. 3. He is 
both God and man in one perſon. He is God, that 
he may deal effectually with God, for man; for 
who can have acceſs to deal with God, but a per- 
ſon who is God, to deal with an angry God: that 
he may deal with man, for God, he muſt be man; 
for man cannot endure the voice and preſence of 
God immediately; man without a Mediator can- 
not ſpeak with God ; but lo! here a choſen One, 
exalted out of the people, by whom we deal with 
God, and with confidence lay hold on his cove- 
Bank. / | 


\ 


the cup, &c. 


After ſupper, 


O the diſtinguiſhing love that is here! Chriſt in 
our nature, given to be a covenant of the people, 
Rom. v. 8. Cod commendeth his love towards us, 
in that while we were yet ſinners Chriſt died for 
us. And here the myſtery of amazing love, ſhi- 
ning forth thro? him, who is the covenant of the 
people, that the great. God will take on him our 
nature, that thro? death he mig ht deſtroy him who 
hath the power of death, that it, the devil, Heb. 
ii. 14. That he would become a man of ſorrows, 
and live as an example of ſufferings : and there- 
fore, though without ſin, he would take upon him 
our nature at the worſt; he would endure the eros, 
and deſpiſe the ſhame ; he would be made perfect 
thry ſufferings ; he would be made under the law, 
and become a curſe for us, that the curſe of the 
lau might net reach us, but be taken away from 
#5. O let us admire and wonder at the love that 
made him thus condeſcend ; let us raiſe up our 
nearts to thankfulneſs, that the covenant of the 
People is God of the people, iss God in our na- 
dure, by which we may be aſſured of his readigeſs 
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to receive us into his covenant. We m my dex teal 
familiarly with him, as two near and dear 


do with one another; he is now become our Fore 
kinſman. Let us take this mutation of our na- 


ture, by a perſonal union with the divine, as 3 
pledge of the fulfilling all other. promiſes, Ram. 
viii. 32, Let us lake boldneſs to come to God thro 
Chriſt. © The great courtier of heaven is of our 
kindred; take courage, and improve the favour 


and friendſhip that our brother hath in hea. 


ven. Let this encourage ſuch as are afraid to 


dra near to God, for unwn and reconciliation : 


with him; he is willing to unite himſelf to thee, 


by virtue of his union with our nature. When 


we find difficulties in drawing fiear to God; and 
languiſh in the life of our faith, let us learn to draw 


near to God through the vail of Chriſt's fleſh; 


For he is our peace, who hath made both one, "and 
bath broken dun the middle wall of partition bt 
tween uUSm—Through him we have acceſs by one 


Spirit ts the Father, Eph. ii. 14. 18. 
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III. The Lord Jeſus being given for a chend 
of the people importeth, that there is now m0 
diſtinction between Jeu or Centile, bond or free: 
all nations and tongues may come and claim a 

intereſt in Chriſt. He hath taken on him a gene- 


ral relation to human nature; all men, ſinners, 


and the chief of ſinners, are called to believe an 
him, whatever their caſe and condition be: thro 
Chriſt we have a new and better covenant-ſtate 
wherein we ſtand, We owe our being in Chriſh 


and 1n the covenant of grace, to Chrift, who un- 
-»% took for the people, and for the worll of theny 


"to bring about that bond of engagement between 
Jod and us. If Chriſt had not become the cove- 


nan. 
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given to be a covenant of. the people. If we be a. 
fraid of engaging to the duties of God's covenant- 
ed people, we are dealing wich God in our own 
ſtrength; but when in the ſtrength of our cove- 
nant f the people, what work is too hard for him? 
what difficulties can ſtand before him? O how 
doth it ſweeten che remembrance of him, that in 
the work of our redemption, he travails in the 
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WARS the Pr Pofec of your eats iy be, ec 
% have Tiehobd; ard will not do ſo any more 10 
1 e have broken covenant,” but henceforth 1 wil a 

&. hide no longer in my breaches. But tho? it be 

your duty to refolve'to keep covenant with Gd, 

your ſtrongeſt purpoſes. will not keep you Nec Faſt 

in his covenant. Alas, you fay, What fhall then bel 
«come of us?“ Lock to him who is the covenatit 
of +h8 people. The covenant ſtands faſt with "this 
broken Chriſt, that ihe ' bargain may bever be 
broken, vor fly up between God ad you." Len 
to nothing for ſupport or rellef, for comfotr df 
8 but to him Who is the covenant of the. peo. 

Take not cautiom from your on hearty, 

er any thing eommapded yoù in the eovenait 
that is now Falling! between God ànd you; nei: 


ther your reſolutions; gifts nor graces, nor prefent. 


frame of your rows will make you hold it 
out: you muſt be firong in the grace that is 
Chriſt, looking ſtill to a broken Chriſt, that He 

would ve! ever mindful of 15 FoyeNt, Plal. eng 8 


Aer ſupper——the cap, Se. mn 8 
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Now: it concerneth us all to Rnaw if Chr 


the couenunt of the people hath taken us within 
the bond of his covenant, of which we are now re- 
ceiving the ſeal. Therefore; 1/2, If you be with- 
in the bond of the covenant of grace, or be com- 
prehended in his teſtament, you can remember 
the time when you were aliens from the common- 
wealth of Vrael, and Frrangers from the covenants 
of promiſe, Eph. ji. 12. 2ly, He hath acted the 
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ce nant upon your. hearts. According as ,it is_ 


foretold, that will. full ir effectu 
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will keep us from temptation, and keep us in the 


hour of tempration ; that our faith fail not, Luke 
xXkii. 32-3 and that when we are tempted, we ſhall 


eſcape and be delivered therefrom : and eſpecially, 


he hath a concern for them who in times of de- 
% N and decay ing, ſtrive to ſtand fa/? in the 


faith, and to keep the word of his patience, Rev. 


i. 10, 7 will keep thee from the hour of temptati> 


on, which ſhall come upyn all the world, to try them 
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IV. I now proceed to make, beſides what hath' 
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been done, upon every particular head, a benerel 
APPLICATION. OF THE. WHOLE. 

1. This doctrine is to be improven for trial, 
whether you be in Chriſt, in the covenant off grace, 
or have taken hold of him whom God hath given 
for a cavenant of the people + if you have no right 
to Chriſt, then, none to the covenant. Try by 
this; il, By your divorcement from idols, and 
all other lovers. An intereſt in Chriſt, the cove- 
nant of the people, breaks all former engagements, 
whether to luſts or creatures : Cal. v. 24. They 
that. are ChriſÞs, have crucified the fleſh, with 
the. affeftions and luſts, Plal.,xlv. 10. 11. Hear. 
ken, G daughter, and conſider, and incline thine 
ear ; forget alſo thine ewn people and thy father's 
houſe. So ſhall the king greatly deſire 5 beauty, | 
2dly, Try it by your conſenting to the Muti tie 
which the covenant bringeth with it; for it doth 
not only hold forth what Chriſt will be to you, 
but what ye will be to bim. It obliges you to be 


the Lord's, as well as to make him yours: H. 


iii. 3. Thou ſhalt not be for another man, ſo will! 
. be for thee. You conſent as willingly to be Chriſt's 
as to have him made yours. 3dly, Try it by 
your ſubjection and ſubmiſſion unto Chriſt ; as 
unto your Head, Huſband, Lord, and King. 
There muſt be a thorough. cloſure with Chrilt, 
in all his offices, and in every part of each 
of his offices. 4thly, Try it by your ſatisfac- 
tion with, and - application of, the whole bar- 
gain, without alteration - of any clauſe of it, not 
dividing the promiſes of the covenant from the 
commands of it, nor refuſing or neglecting any 
thing that he hath put into the bargain : P/al. 
Ixxiii. 25. Whom have I in heaven but thee? and 
beſides thee there is none in all the earth whom. 1 
defire. The covenant beareth all your ſalvation 
in it, and all your deſire, if to it, 2 Sam xx. 45 
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Sthh, Try your intereſt in the covenant ef the 
jrople, by your ſuperlative valuing of Chriſt. The 
weakeſt faith which is true, doth value Chriſt a- 
bove all, 1 Tet. ii. 7. To you that believe be it 
precious. Prov. iii. 1 5. He is more precious than 
rubies ; and all the things that thou canſi defire, 
are not to be compared with him. © O, fay you, 
that we knew if we had this ſuperlative value 
« for him!“ Then, (t.) Chriſt alone, without 
all other comforts, is locked upon as enough, 
pſal. Ixxiii. 25. Whom have T? &c. You will 
reckon yourſelves aber Barge up in him, and 
| im, Lam. iii. 24. The 
Lord is my portion, faith my ſoul, therefore will I 
lupe in him. (2.) When you value Chriſt out of 
love, and not out of neceſſity, P/al. cxvi. 1. 1love 
the Lord, becauſe. he hath heard my voice and my 
ſupplication. (3.) When the excellencies of 
Chriſt do affect the heart to ſeek him, and the de- 
fire of our ſouls to be to him, and to the remem- 
brance of his name. (4.) When we are not 
eaſily offended at him. There is not any thing 
more eaſily argueth a low eſteem of Chriſt, than 
a readineſs to be eaſily ſtumbled at him, or at any 
thing in his' way with us ; and on the other hand, 
not any thing *argueth'a higher eſteem of him, 
© Let him do what he will, yet will go after him; 
© let me meet with what ſtumbleth others, yer 
* through his grace will I hold on my way.” 
Though he flay me, yet will I truſt in him, Job 
xili. 1 5. N e 
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Mer ſupper ,——the cup, &. 


Othly, Try your intereſt in the covenant, of which 
N 1 TE now 


* 


"on The fourth Table Service. 


now you are receiving the ſeal, by a truſt in, and 
dependence upon, a covenant ſealed. with Chriſt's 
blood. You will meet with 1 many doubts that will 
ariſe in your hearts concerning your covenant-in- 
tereſt, you will meet with many temptations. and 
diſcouragements;; - but under all theſe you you will take 
courage under the .ſpripkling of the blood f the 
covenant, which the Lord maketh with Yo thy 
day. If there be any doubt with you about t 
zerformance of the promiſe, the covenant 0 

people aſſures a performance of all theſe thing 
which are ſpoken by the Lord, Luke j 1. 4. 
there be any doubt becauſe of ſomethin too dan 
for you required in the covenant, you ſhall be en. 
abled to do all thro” ' Chriſt fe ſtrengthening you, Phil, 
iv. 13. If you fear your ſtanding, Chrift prays fer 
you, that your faith fail not, Luke xxii. 32. If 
you fear your backflidings, your decaying and 
withering in grace, you. ee him engaged for infly. 
ences to you, a. x 4. To pour water n 
him that is thirſty, — 4 rods on the dry ground: 
he will pour his ſpirit upon you, and make, yiu 
ſpring up as among the graſs, as. willows Ky 
water courſec. If your ſtrength. fail and 
he will make you to renew your ſtrength; 1a. xl. 
3. If your legs fail, and thro? weakneſs decay, Ja. 
xl. 11. 29. He will feed his. flock like a ſhepherd, 
he will gather the lambs with his arm, be will 
carry them in his boſom, and gently lead thoſe that 
are with young. He giveth. power to the faint ; ; 
and to them that have. no might, he increaſeth 
ſtrength. If you want a ranſom to preſent to of- 
Taue juſtice, behold the blood of the covenanh 
which the Lord now maketh with you. 

7thly, If you be intereſted in Chriſt, the covenant 
of the people, then your duty to your covenanted 
Lord, which others reckon a burden, you account 
a privilege ; his commandments will not be rie- 

_— 
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nd | vous te you; fer the love ,  Chrift uill conſtrain 
„ 2 Cots b. %% 1's DET 
ill | - 87h; If you de intereſted in Chriſt, you will haye 
in- equal deſtres after holineſs and heaven, after con- 
ad | formity to Chriſt, as communion with him: ot 
ke endeavours will be as vigorous after ſanctification, 
he as ſalvation: 2 Cor. vli. 1. Having therefore theſe 
d. J or nnifes, dearly beloved, lot us cleanſe ourſelves 
Jom all filtbineſs & the fleſh and ſpirit, perfecting 
the line in'the fear of Cod. Yea, gihly, You will | 
be hümbled and provoked to holineſs by your 
i BY knowledge of your being in Chriſt. You reflect 
ud upon the grearneſs of the privilege with hun- 
en. bling admiration, 1 Tin. i. 11. 14. And how 
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il. bumbly goth David dedicate himſelf to the Eord; + 
for when refle&ing upon what he had done for him? 
Tt Nl Pal. exvii 16. 0 Lord, I am thy ſervant, truly I 


nd m thy ſervani, the fon of thine handmaid; i hiu 
u- / lofed my bonds. 17. I will offer to thee the 
m Wl ſacrifice: of thank/prving, and will call upon the 
J: WY name of the Lord. 18. J will pay” my vows unto 
you the Lora, in the preſente of all his people. 
the ; = 7 LG AG: | Tv gy oh " FEE RES 
ay, The FIFTH TABLE Service. 
Ja. 2. Is Chriſt given for a covenant of the people 
rd, Let this be improven for diſcovering how far we 
vill MW fall ſhort in practical giving to Chriſt his own 
hat place in the covenant. There be very few of thoſe 
it; who dare got knowingly ſlight Chriſt, who do yet | 
«th give him his own room in the covenant. O com- Wil 
of. municants ! conſider this matter ſeriouſly. - 1/7, 1 
nt, That the Lord who now allows you the honour | 
of ſealing a covenant with himſelf, is the root and 
ant original of the covenant. Have you acknowledged 
ted him as ſuch? Have your ſoul-tranſactions with 
unt | God been grounded upon Chriſt's tranſactions with 
rie- him? Or have you not in point of feul covenant-- 
10us LE: ing 
4 * . 


ing with God, dealt as if the covenant had its 

| firſt riſe then, when it firſt entered into your 
hearts? Conſider, I pray, where. you have piteh- 
ed the original, riſe, and foundation of that bleſſ⸗- 


ed tranſaction. 24ly, Chrift is the principal patty | 


with whom the - covenant; was made. Do ye al- 
ways give that place to Chriſt? Do ye put him 
foremoſt? Or, do you not rather drudge him af. 
ter you? I fear we deal in covenanting with God, 
as if we were the principal party covenanting; in 
matters of goſpel- promiſes, as if we were the 
principal creditor to whom a performance of theſe 
things were due; and in: matter of goſpel-com- 
mands, as if we were the principal debtors from 
wWhom a performance of duty were to be expec- 
ted. 3dly, Chriſt is the chief bleſſing of the cove- 
ndant. Have you ſought him as ſuch ?; or hath 3. 
ny other bleſſing of the covenant had his room in 
your heart? Have you ſought life and ſalvation in 
the promiſes, as the chief bleſſing contained in 
them? or have you ſeen ſomething in the promi. 
ſes better and more deſirable than theſe, even 
Chriſt, who is in every promiſe, and is the bleſſ. 
ing in the promiſe? In this way you will be in 
condition to remember Chrilt's dy ing love. Who, 


In that night, too bread, e. 


- So that, 4%, Chriſt the covenant of the people, 
whoſe body was broken for you, 1s valuable above 
all things elſe contained in the. covenant. He is 
the fall price of the whole bargain. Have you put, 
or are you putting this value upon him? Have 
you made him your all, your treaſure for which 
you treated in this bargain 2 SH, Chriſt is the 
ſampler and firſt copy of the covenant; Are you 
now ccaſidering how the peace and union was firſt 
made in his perſon ? Have you followed that 1 8 
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ed copy, to have this your Covenant with God 
the divine nature coming down to you, and you 
brought up to meet with God and Chriſt, and 
with him and in him, to have the myſtical union? 
6:hly, Chriſt is the ſum of the covenant. Have 
you ſtudied this compend well? Do you reduce 
all the covenant to Chriſt ? Do you find it all in 
him? Do you deſire all the bleſſings of the cove- 
nant from him? Do you in all your covenant- 


tranſactions ſeek, his glory? Do you ſeek to make 


all your covenantiogs with him? to-praiſe him as 


the Lamb that was ſlain; who is worthy to re- 


ceive power, and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, 
and honour, and glory, and bleſſing ? Rev. v. 12. 


| After ſupper the cup, &c. 


3. Is Chriſt given for a covenant of the people ? 
Then behold a comfortable view of Chriſt in his 
covenanting with you, and in your receiving the 
ſeal of the covenant, If we look upon the cove» 
nant aright, there is no part of it but we may, be- 
bold Chriſt engraven upon it: he is the precious 
ſubject· matter of the whole, and of every part of 
the covenant, whether they be, %, Things cove- 
nanted by God to us. Chriſt is graven upon every | 
promiſe, biefſing, and privilege of the covenant. 
The righteouſneſs and life to which: we are - reſto» 
red, are the righteouſneſs and life of Chriſt; he it 
the Lord our rig hteouſneſs, Jer. xxiii. G. Col. lit. a. 3. 
Set your affeetion on things above, and not on things 
on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is bid © 
with Chriſt in Cod. The ſon-ſhip, the ſpirit, the 
grace, the title to God, they are our partnerſhip 
of Chriſt's ſonſhip, his Spirit, his grace, bis cove- _ 
nant-intereſt in God: Rom. vill. 17. F children, 
then heirs ; heirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Ehrift, Gal. iv. 6. Ye receive the Spirit of. the Son 

77 „ "ono 


* 
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into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 2dly, Whe- 


ther they be things reſtipulated by us, as duties in- 
cumbent on God's covenanted people, Chriſt is 


engraven on theſe. The faith accepting cove- 
nant grace and bleſſings, is the faith of the Son of 


God, Cal. ii. 20. The holineſs and worthy; walk- 


ing whereunto we are called, is that fame thin 


Whereunto we are e choſen and called i in CHER Je 


ſus, Eph. ii. 10. 

Therefore, 4. Chriſt being the covenant. of 
the people, and being graven on every promiſe and. 
bleſſing thereof, may be improven for comforting 


your hearts, and quieting your minds, when dif: ' 


quieted becauſe you do not reap the fruit of cove. 


' nant-promiſes, and that goſpel-commands do not 


find that obedience with you which is due to them; 
this is your affliction, and makes you walk heavi- 
ly : for, 1/?, Becauſe what obedience the goſpel 


bath not yet had in you it ſhall have, ſince the 


covenant of the people is engaged, Pſal. cxxxwvii, 
8. to perfect that which concern: you, and that 
he will not forſake the work of his hands. 2dl, 
What the law and goſpel cannot find in you, wy 
thall have it in him, Rom. x. 4. For Chriſt i 

end of the law for righteouſneſsato every one pro 


| believeth. Zaly, Chriſt hath already ſatisfied for 


your diſobedience, Heb. ix 15. For this cauſe he 


is the Mediator of the new teſtament, that a 


means of death, they who are called may. receive | 
promi/ e of the eternal mnheritance. 
Is Chriſt given for a covenant of. the pes- 


ple Learn to put nothing in Chriſt's room and 
place, as your eovenant. Surely not your gifts 
and graces, as if thele would make you forth- co- 


ming in duty; not your purpoſes and reſolutions, 


for theſe will not do ĩt; not any preſent warmneſs 


of your frame. Remember, that it is the cove - 


nant e the people who maketh your hearts ſoft ; 


you 


-—- 


8 


” 
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you muſt therefore daily be deriving life and in- 


fluence from him, going up from the wilderneſs 


leaning upon him, Song viii. 5. Becauſe be lives, 
you ſhall live alſo, John xiv. 19. And as you live 
through him, and continue leaning upon him, yore 


- 


ſhall not die, but live, and declare the works: of 


God, Pſal. cxvill 17 


Vat of the foregoing ſubj ect follows, was to have 


been delivered after” the tables, and on Monday 
the day of thankſgiving. 5 | Y 


6. Is Chriſt given for a covenant of the peo - 
ple? How miſerable is their caſe whoſe agree- 
ment with hell and death is not yet broken ? who. 
are aliens from the commonwealth. of Iſrael, and 
ſtrangers to the covenants of promiſe ? who are 


\ without God, and without Chriſt, and ſo without 
hope in the world ? | Eph. ii. 12. This is the con- 


dition of all mankind by nature ; they come not to- 
Chriſ.; they lay not hold on him whom God $ath 
given, &c. becauſe they ſee not their need of him, 
Matth. ix. 12. The whole need not a phyſician, but 
they that are ſick. If people ſaw their need of him, 
they would improve every occaſion of his coming 
their way; like the blind men who fat by the way 
ſide, when, Matth. xx. 29. they heard that Je- 
jus paſſed by. Will they pretend to praiſe Chriſt 
the covenant of the people, who negle the oppor- 
tunities and ſeaſons of the Lord's grace? who 
when called to the marriage of the King's Son, 
one hath his farm, another his merchandiſe, io 
mind? he has not time to conſider the Apoſtle and 
High Prieſt of his profeſſion ; the world and the 

enjoyments of it do mar his concern, that he can- 
not comfort himſelf with the thoughts of the co- 
venant of the people being his God; and therefore 


eommunion and covenanting occaltons ate either 
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quite neglected by him, or are lightly and for- 


mally gone about ; though they come before Cod as 


his people do, and ſhew- much outward regard, yet 


their hearts go after their covetoufſneſs, Ezek. 


. XXX 31. They know the Lord's words, but they 


do them not. Will it be pretended that they have 


a cordial regard for Chriſt, who ſhun being found 


in the galleries where he walks, or in the uſe of theſe 


. ordinances in which he manifeſts himſelf and his co- 
venant to the people? Or will they pretend to have 
received Chriſt as given for a covenant of the people, 


who are not fond of every occaſion of his ſealing 


and confirming the covenant with them, and of 


giving them freſh tokens of covenant grace, mer- 
ey and love? When you faw your loſt eſtate with. 
out Chriſt, how precious was an offered Saviour 
to you then ? Hath Chriſt loſt his worth and value, 
that you do not deſire him and the bleſſings of his 
covenant to be forth-coming to you ? That can- 


not be the caſe; but ye have not an abidivg ſenſe - 


of his glory, and the need ye have of him, or elſe 
you would prize every opportunity of communi- 
on with him; yea, nothing but him, and more 


of the knowledge of him, would fatisfy you at e- 
very communion 5 of which if you have miſſed, 
Inquire narrowly into the cauſe. If you are not 
believers in Chriſt, you know not Cod, nor obey 
the goſpel of Chriſt : yote cannot walk with him un- 
til you be agreed. Be therefore concerned that 


u may be reconciled to God by the death of 
is Son; then ſhall all the rich treaſures of his 


grace and mercy be opened unto you. Though 
you: have ſinned in preſuming to lay hold on the N 

ſeul of his covenant, there is no help for you, 
but to plead his covenant mercy and grace, that 


yau may be. forgiven, Eph. i. 7. Redemption in 
ChrifPs blood, and the forgiveneſs of fin, according 


fo the riches of his grace. If you be ſuch as have 
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ſeen your need of Chriſt, and would fain have had 


at this communion | renewed manifeſtations: of 
his covenant-love, but complain that thele-have 
been denied you, and you are the fame dead, bar- 
ren, and lifeleſs ereatures as you were; beware 
Jeſt your deſire bas been more after {ome livelineſs 


of frame, than after Chriſt himſelf, who is all the 


covenant; more for fome good from him, than that 
you may be enabled to do ſome good for him, 


that he may be glorified in you and by you. Per- 
, haps you have been ſeeking more an enlarged frame, 


or the ſenſible ſweetnets of it, than that Chriſt the 
covenant of the people may be magnified and glo- 
rifted in you and by you; therefore that he may be 


all your ſalvation and all your deſire, inſtead of re- 


freſhing ſpiritual allowances, you are .borne down 
with heart plagues and ſpiritual diſtreſſes, that you 
may ſee there is no help for you but in him whom 


God hath given to be a covenant of the people, a 


light 40 lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of the 
Ifracl of God « to bring the priſoners out of the pri- 
ſon, and them that fit in darkneſs, out of the pri- 
ſon-houſe. | 5 i | 
7. Is Chriſt given for à covenant of the peo- 


ple ? then here is comfort and encouragement ta - 


believing communicants. As, /, Comfort your- 
ſelves in the bargain you have made: Chriſt is in 


the covenant, and is given as a covenant of the + 


people, and therefore all ſhall be well, ſure and 


firm. Comfort yourſelves againſt yout being ſhort” 
of others in worldly enjoyments z, Chriſt is given 


you for a covenant, but not unto hem. O won- 
der at it, and be comforted with him who ſaid,” 


How is it that thou wilt manifeſt thyſelf unto us, 


and not unto the wortd? You can own Chriſt, and 
claim him as yours, in covenant with you; they 
cannot. 2dly, Comfort yourſelves againſt a 


' ; Pſtares, dangers, temptations, and ſtorms that can 


= 


-» 


. a * 3 on * iy 
+ * 3 m% * * 2 
6 a — 1 wy " 
N D 
9 5 


54 ; Diſcourſe after the ſolemn Work. 


blow againſt you in your way to heaven. Chriſt 


is in the covenant, and that ſhall be your ſafety; 
as the diſciples were ſafe at ſea againſt the greateſt 
tempeſts, becauſe Chriſt was in the ſhip with 
them, Mal th. viii. 13. Conſider that he is em- 
barked with you, and will bring you ſafe to land: 
1 John iv. 4. Te are of. God, little children, and 


' have overcome them, becauſe greater is he who is 


in you than he who is in the world. 3dly, Comfort 
yourſelves againſt all your wants and weakneſſes, 
and all your miſeries of your preſent condition, 
Chriſt is in the covenant, and though you be fool- 
iſh, he is wiſe, 1 Cor. i. 30. Of him are ye in 
_ Chriſt Jeſus, who is made of God unto us wiſdom, 
and righteouſneſs, and ſanftification, and redemp- 
tion. Though you be weak, he is ſtrong, P/al. 
Ixxxix. 19. have laid help upon one that is migh- 


t. Though you be faithleſs, yet he is faithful; 


though you be nothing, yet Chriſt is all, Col. ti. 
11. Mhatſoever is wanting in you, is abounding in 
him ; and if you abuſe not the grace of God, by 
turning it into wantonneſs, it is all one, if it is be- 
twixt you. It is as good and much better to be in 
him than in you; for if he be given unto you, all 
comes with him who is made of God unto you wif- 
dom, righteouſneſs, ſancti fication, and redemption. 
2. Let believers in Chriſt who have received 
him who was given for a covenant of the people, 
take curage and boldneſs God-ward, in all you 


have to do with him. For, 1/7, Having received 


+ Chzift for a covenant of the people, you may pray 
and deal confidently with God, as though Chriſt 
did beſeech God by yeu. 24ly, You have gotten 
Chriſt, and nothing fhall be denied you, Rom. vilt. 

2. He who ſpared not his own Son, but delivered 
Jam up for us all, hew ſhall he not with him freely 
give us all things ? 3dly, You have received more 
than you know of, even him who ſays, I am the 
. , | ay, 


+» 
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way, the truth, and the liſe. You have all the co- 
venant, if you have Chriſt. 4thly, You have re- 
ceived more than you want, a greater thing than 
ever you ſhall be capable to need or want hereaf- 
ter; for how great ſoever your wants be, you can- 
not conceive them to be ſo great, as Chriſt who 
is given you, Phil. iv. 19. My God ſhall ſupply all 
your need according to his riches in glory by Chriſt 


. Teſus. 2 Cor. ix. 8. And is able to make all 


grace abound towards you ; that ye always having 
all ſufficiency in all things, may abound in every 
goose nt ANTE 5D) 2, ho: 
8. Is Chriſt given for a covenant of the peo- 
ple? then here is comfort and ſupport for faith, 
reaching to all the evils wherewith believers in 
Chriſt may be afflicted. As, 1/7, It may comfort 
them againſt the daily infirmities wherewith they 
are encompaſſed ; theſe ſhall not make a breach 
between God and you; whereas Chriſt the cove- 
nant of the people prevents that, 1 John ii. 1. 
And if any man ſin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, even ChMft the righteous. 2dly, Againſt the 
many challenges, whether of an accuſing conſci- 
ence, or of the great accuſer of the brethren. 
Rim, viii. 33. 34. Who ſhall lay any thing to the 
charge of God's elect? &e. 3dly, Againſt the more 
foul and groſs ſtumblings of believers, Luke xxii.. 
32. The covenant of the people prays for them, 


that their faith fail not. gthly, Againſt the fear of 


their falling away from the bleſſed covenant-ſtate, 
with which fear believers have been often toſſed, 
P/al. li. 11. Caft me not away from thy preſence, 
wor lake thy holy ſpirit- from me. Pſal. xi. 15. 
Held up my goings in thy paths, that my footſteps 


lip not. It is by Chriſt the covenant of the people, 
that we have eſtabliſhment in grace: Rom. v. 10. 


Fir if when we were enemies, we were reconciled 
by the death of his Son, much more being reconci- 
Ws ted, 
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led, we ſhall be ſaved by his life, 5thly, Againſi the 
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_ manifold afflictions wherewith believers are: toſſed 


here. The covenant of the people was himſelf Þ 


ſometimes an afflicted an, went | through much 
ſuffering, and had the feeling of theſe, Jaiab liii, 
3. 7. Aman of ſorrows, and acquainted with grief, 
—He was oppreſſed, and he was afflicted. - Gthly, 


Againſt the many temprations of all kinds; which | 


occaſion much heavinels in believers; who often 


are in heavineſs through much temptatien, 1 Pet. 


i. 6, The covenant of the people had the experi. 
ence of all ſorts of temptations, and now ſympa- 
thiſeth with his people in like condition, Heb. ii, 


17. 18. For in that he himſelf hath ſuffered, being 


tempted, he is able to fuccour them that are lempi. 
ed. Heb. iv. 15. For we have not an high-prieſt 
which cannot be touched with a feeling of our in. 
firmities; but was in all points tempted like as ue 


are, yet without ſin. 7thly, Againſt the empty and 


needy. condition unto. which believers are ſubject, 
through the manifold wants with which they ate 
daily preſſed. We have confidence through Chiiſt 
the covenant of the people, to come ſpecd in every 


petition that is acceptable to God, and profitable 


to us, John xiv. 13. Whatſoever ye ſhall aſt in my 


name, that will I do, that the Father may be glb 
rified in the Son. I John v. 14. 15. And this is 


* . the confidence that we have in him, that if we aſk 


* 
* 


any thing according to his will, he heareth us; 
and if we know that he heareth us, whatſoever ut 
_ aſk, we know that we have the petitions that we 
defired of him.  8thly, Againſt the fear of death, 


which is terrible to nature, John xi. 2 5. Jeſus 


faith, I am the reſurrection and the life, he that 
believeth on nie, though he were dead, yet ſhall be 


live. John xvii. 2. As thou haſt given him power 


* 


over all fle ſh, that he ſhould give eternal life to as 


many ar thou haſt given him. gthly, Ageini the fe, 
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cond appearing of Chriſt, which ſometimes with-"_ - 
out cauſe is terrible to believers, and the laſt” 


judgment that ſhall be given concerning their e- 


ple, and on whom yqu have laid hold as all your 


covenant-hope, will ſit as Judge. He will keep you 
Jom falling, and preſent you faultleſs before the 
preſence Q his glory with. exceeding Joys Jude | 


26. EY 


9. Is Chriſt given for a covenant of the - peo- + 
? Then learn to know the need of your inter 

eſt in Chriſt, 'and the need that all have of impro- 

ving this covenant - intereſt. As, 1/7, Let natural 


men be convinced of this. If you have none to 


his Son: much more being reconciled, we ſhall be 


ſaved by his life. Lou need him to make/your j 
peace; you need him ſtil}; till you be in over the 4 


_ threſhold of glory. (2.) Lou need him to all in- 


verlafting intereſts. Chriſt the covenant of the /peo- 


| deal for you, you muſt ſtand or fall by your own 
. righteouſnefs ; without Chriſt you mult do for 
yourſelves,” or be undene : by no covenant but 
Chriſt the covenant ' of the people, can the guilty - 
creature ſtand, or deal with God. ' 2dly, Let be- 
lievers be convinced of this. It is not natural 
men only who need Chriſt to make their peace, 
and to change their covenant-ſtate ; but you alſo 
who have believed and received Chriſt as given fer 
a covenant | of the people, and at the Lord's table 
have been renewing your choice and acceptance 
of him. Lou need him, (1.) At all times, before 
and after juſtification : Rom. v. 6, 10. For when 
we were yet without ſtrength, in due time Chriſt 
died for the ungodly. For if when we were ene- 
mics, we were reconciled ts God 


the death of © 


tents and purpoſes, as well relating to your cove. 


nant ſtate as to your duties; not only for your 
perſons to make your pesce, but alſo for your 
performances to procure them acceptance: Rom. 
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lit. 4. Bei ified by bir grace, thr gh the 
TEE it fey in "Criſt Teſus. (3-) Lou 
need him in all things pertaining to God, What, 
ever you have to do, if it be a thing that relates 
to God, Heb. ii. 17. He is a merci ful and faithful. 
high prieſt in things pertaining to Cad, to make re- 
conciliation for the ſing, of the people. If you have 
any direction to * receive from God, you need bim 
to give it; if you have any bleſſing to receive, 
you need him. to procure it to you, and receive it 
for you. If you have any ſervice to offer ta God, 
any duty to perform, you. need Chriſt the cove- 
nant of the people, to afford you ſtrength to per- 
form, and to offer it to God for Weg e. have 
any evil to deprecate, yon need him to avert it, 
whether it be for ſins befoze or after convetſi 
In all caſes, not only in your deadneſs and. i nl 
poſition for dvties, but when your heart is in; beſt 
frame; thy. tenderneſs and good frame cannot, me. 
diate for this: when you are oppreſſed and borge! 
down. with one trouble and incapacity or another, 
you need to come to him, that he would under-: 
take for you. Vou need him not only when yo 
are at a diſtance from God, and cannot find acceſs, 
but when you are neareſt to him, and admitted to 
his, preſence, to ſpeak before his throne, then vou 
need him for eſtabliſhing you in that good condi- 
tion: Ja. Ixiv. 6. But ue are all as. an unclean. 
thing, and all. our. righteouſneſſes. ate as- Flix 
r 4g N . 
10. Is Chriſt the-covenant of the. people 8. ad 
pack vou for this end? Then ſtudy: to carry. as. 
deeometh thoſe who ſee their need of Chriſt, the 
covenant. of the people; and for this end take theſe: 
_  direftions. 1/7, Take care to beat down fſelf- eon · 


2 fidenee and ſelf· adaration, even of every thing in 
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e. Cpriſt's room; be not lifted up with theſe, nor 
u. led 2 from the covenant the people, Phil. ii. 
t. 3. 4. Fir we are the circumeiſin, who w9r ſhip 
S | God 15 the ſpirit, and rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, and 
i, bave ud confidence in the fleſh. 2dly, When du- 
= || tics go well, and a good frame of ſpirit is enjoyed, 
e watch that your hearts lay not the weight of your. 
n | acceptation upon theſe things; but that you keep 
„ chem, eſpecially within ſight of the Wed Kon of 
it Chriit the covenant of the people, as the ground of 
5 your confidence, Phil. Iii. 7. For what things. were 
„24 to ine, theſe J counted boſs for. Cbriſt.  3aly, 
Let your employing of Chriſt be as large as the 
extent of his covenant reaches unto, and that is ir 
all things pertaining to Cod, Neb. ii. 1 7. Shut him 
not out of his office it any thing that is a matter 
between God and you. Think not to put him to 
drudge at your burdens, and to ſlight him in o- 
ther things 3 he will not be ſo dealt with. athiy, 
Let us beware of tempting ' Chriſt, or grieving 
ccvenant of the people. If you carry about with 
you the frefh conviction of your need of him, you 
wilt be very tender and wary of egg © him, an 
of {inning a 5 him : 1 Cor. x. Neither 1 4 
us tempt Chriſt, 1 of them al, alſo tempred, au 
were wh of ſerp 

11. If all who hear thife plad tidings of great 
joy, who have broken covenant with God, 


| orify him who is given to de a covenant of the 
. opte 3 then let us be much in the ſtudy of Chriſt 
min the execution of the great truſt committed to 
: „ and which he hath overtaken z which we 
b may oy to the foot ing heads. 1 ft, He ſtands 
engaged t 1 ri the elect into a capacity of co- 
» | venantin od. 24%, To bring them with⸗ 
% in the 5584 0 q of the covenant, after he nath thus 
prepared the Way. 3457 10 . them 
| A 12 5 c 


— 


and now are out of credit with bim, . would 2 5 | 
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keep them whom he brings within the bond of 
his covenant, that they fall not away from it; or, 


them. 8 - 2 W 2 * £4 | Pets „ 
ES 1. The firſt part of Chriſt, the covenant the 
© _ people, his work, and execution of his truſt, is, to 
=. bring the elect into a capacity of covenanting with 


by his fin was made incapable of covenanting with 
; God, until Chriſt comes to compoſe the differ- 
ence, and to reſtore that love and friendſhip. which 
once was betwixt God and man: who, to prepare 
a way for man's covenanting with God, doth two 
things himſelf, and worketh two things in us; the 
firſt, to make God acceſſible; the other, to make 


M man capable of covenanting with God, who is made 
4 cãc ceſſible by Chriſt, the covenant of the people, his 


% death. 1½, He taketh on him man's nature, 
* that a ſacrifice might he among mankind who had 


ſinned: he putv:th his name in our obligatory, 


that the law might reach him: Gal. iv. 4. 5. Cod 


ſent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under 


= the lau, &c. 2dly, In our nature he obeyeth 
"I > the law, and ſuffereth; he payeth · price for our 
Dt ranſom : 2 Cor. v. 21. He is made ſin for us, an 


here, he purchaſeth a liberty for the elect, and 


be will, 4&s xx. 28. He hath purchaſed his church 
- with his own blood. 3dly, He convinceth men of 
their ſin and bondage, and impoſlibility to ſatisfy 


he brings into the new covenant-ſtate, to perform 
the duties required in the covenant.  4thly, To 


to enable them to continue in it. 5thly, To 
bring them to the height of that bleſſedneſs which 
is appointed for them, and to crown the work in 


him; to miake the way of God acceſſible. For man 


offering for ſim. He ſtood in the ſinner's [ſtead 


2: juſtice 5 and for this end he attacheth them before 
„divine juſtice : John xvi. 8. When the Spirit. 
comes, he reproves the world of ſim, of righteouſ-. 


neſs, 
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neſs, and of judgment. Rom. vii. g. 1 was alive 
without, &c. Gal. iii. 24. He makes the lau their 
ſchoolmaſter to bring them. to Chriſi, that they. - 
might be juſtified by faith. a4thly, He worketh 
their hearts to a yielding frame, making them rea- 
dy to welcome the news of delivery, to be con- 


tent to come out of their bondage, and to eniox 


freedom by him; to be content to come in his 
will, and yield their weapons to him. He makes 
them to pant after a Saviour, as Faul did, Rom. 
v. 24. for compleat redemption ; O wretched man, 
&c. And when all this is done, ſinners are but in 
a capacity of covenanting with God; all this is 
done, to made ready à people prepared for the 
Lord + for though Chriſt. hath paid the price of 
the elect's ranſom, and hath purchaſed their liber- 
ty on the croſs; yea, and hath alſo convinced. 
them of the need of their ranſom, and made them 
tractable to liſten to accept of it; yet till a man 
come in by faith, and manifeſt his acceptance, 
or actually accept of Chriſt's propoſals, he is not 
yet actually intereſted in him whom God hath gi- 
ven for. a covenant of the people. ö 
2. The ſecond. part of Chriſt's work is, to 
bring the elect within the bond of the covenant. 
And for bringing about of this, 1/7, Chriſt makes 
an offer of a new covenant-ſtate, with all ſuitable 


allurements and encouragements which may make 


the ſouls of the ele& to accept of it; and for this 
end he hath appointed the miniſiry of reconciliati- 
on, 2 Cor. v. 19. 20. 2dly, He frameth the hearts 
of his people for accepting of his offer, and bring- 
eth them into a ſatisfaction with the covenant, 
and the terms of it, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. It becomes 
all their ſalvation, and all their deſire. 3dlhy, He 
actually maketh them to embrace it, and enter 
into it; and this he doth, by making us receive 
and embrace the promiſes, and to receive Chriſt 


———— 
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in the promiſes, and by making us give up our. || fr 

ſelves to be Chriſt's, and to de no more our own. Im 

He engageth the heart unto God by a covenant, I x: 

Jer. xxx. 21. And I will cauſe him td dra near, | ii. 

and he ſhall approach unto me; fer who it this that g. 

engapeth his heart to approach unto me? ſaith the 

Lord. It is he who maketh us give up ourſelves e. 

unto him, Ezek. xxxvi. 27. 28. And I will ut fb 

| my ſpirit within you, and cauſe you to walk in ny | fi 
; | Wh” and ye ſhall be my people, and I will be your t. 
] 3. The third part of Chriſt's work in execu- ||| c 


fibg tis covenant-truft, is, to enable them whom Ne 

he bringeth into the covenant of grace, to perform 2 
the duty of the covenant, according to his under- 

| taking to his Father on their behalf. And for this 

i effect, 1ſt, He circumciſeth their hearts, and ta- 

4 keth away their averſeneſs to covenant- duties: 

. Ezek. xxxvi. 26. J will take away the (tony heart 
out of your fleſh, and, &c. 2dly, He ingrafteth a 
new. inward principle in their hearts, of compli 
ance with, and propenſion unto, their duty: Jer. 
8X1, 33. 1 will put my law into their inward parts, 
and write it in their hearts, and will be their God, 
and thev hall be my people. Jer. xxxii. 40. J will 
put my fear in their hearts, and they ſhall not de- 

ch jrom me. 3dly, He affordeth them ſtrength 

or performing duties required in the covenant, 
and makes his grace effeftual in them for that end, 
Ezck. xx xvi. 27. I will put, &c. He craveth his 

83 kent, but filleth the hand wherewith to pay it, 

1 Phil. i. 11. Being filled with the fruits of righte- 

1 praiſe of Cod. 2 Cor. ix. 8. God is able to. 


N make all grace abound towards you, that ye always 
== having All ſufficiency in all things, may abound in 
= every good work, Ay, He breathes upon the 


| graces of his people; and acteth them by op 1 
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r- | freſh and quickeniog aſſiſtances, Song iv. 76. . ĩ ͤ 
n. maketh the north and ſouth wind to blow, &c. II. 
t, | xxvi. 12. He worketh all our works in us, Phil. 4 
„ i. 13. He worketh in us, to will and to de of his | 
r og, I 
be | 4. The fourth part of Chriſt's work in exe- 4 
es eutiag his covenant-truſt, is, to keep thoſe whan A 
i | he bringeth into the covenant from falling away: 
from that bleſſed eſtate. If it were not for Chriſt's , 
Ir | travailiog in this work, tbe reconciliation once 
I made could not ſtand; if he'did not continue the 

1- | covenant. of the people for ever, we ſhould not for. _ 
m | ever continue in the covenant-ſtate: Heb. vii. 24 

m || 25. But this man, becauſe he.continueth ever, hath 

r. 2 unchangeable: prieſt hood. | Wherefore be is able 

is to ſave them to the utttermoſt that come . unto Cod 

i- WW by him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make interceſſion 

* Hem. And for keeping his people in cove- 

t © nant with God, beſides his contriving the cove. 

2 nagt fo, that breaches: ſhall not make it void; 1½/, 

i- He gifteth them with, and conveyeih to them, an 

7. iererlaſting principle of grace that cannot die nor 

„ utterly periſh, Jon iv. 14. The water that I ſhall 

% Live him, ſball be in him as a well of water 

il WF /pringing. up unto. eternal life: 24ly, He keeps 
lite in them by his interceſſion, Luke xxii. 3a. He 

th Y jrays for them, that their faith fail nat. 3dly, He 

t, keeps a gripe of them; he engageth his Father to 

d, keep them, and employeth all his power, crodit, 

is and intereſt, to keep them in that bleſſed ſtate: 1 b 
t et. i. 5. They are kept by the power: of Cod. John | 
e. Xx. 28. He gives 'unto them eternal life, and they. | 
all never. periſh; neither: ſhall. any pluck them ie © © 
t ' bis hand. Athiy, He maintains the peace and. 2 
agreement he hath made, by his being their cans. - 
m | ſlant agent to appear im the: preſence of God fur 
be em, Heb, ix. 24 Rom. v. 2. ByAuhons allo we 

ly | Gave acceſs. by . faith unto this en 
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. and rejoice in the hope of the glory of Cod. 
_ - 5thly, He promoteth intercourſe and good cor. 
reſpondence betwixr the Father and his people, 


that their trading with heaven be not interrupted: 
"Eph. ii. 18. For by him ue haue an ace through 


one Spirit unto the Father, © 1 Pet. Hi. 18; Chriſt 


Bath once pr ry the juſt for the wijuſ?, that he 
might bring us to God. So that now; as Heb, iv, 


10. we may come with boldneſs * to the throne of- 


grace, that ue ay obtain mercy, and find grace 


to help in the time bf need. G6thly, He maketh up 


emergent differences and breaches of the peace 
between God and us. And this he doth, (1.) Ag 
an agent, making his conſtant reſidence oh 

that as Heb. ix, 24. upon all occaſions he may aps 


heaven, 


pear in the preſense of Ged for ur. (2.) As an 
advocate, pleading his people's cauſe, and ſhowing) 


that fatished juſtice muſt be for them, 1 John il. 


1. i any man ſin, we have an advocate with the 
Father. (3.) As an interceſſor, pleading and 


praying for them, Heb. vii. 28. He ever liveth u 

mate interceſſion for them. (A.) As a ſollicitor, 
preſenting and promoting their ce to fron and 
their God and Father. 


5. The fifth part of. Chriſt's. work. in execu-. 


E Tice his covenant-truſt, is, to bring all theſe for 
wWhom he hath. engag ed 1 in his covenant, to the. 


light of that bleſſedneis which he hath appointed 


for them; that as'the great. captain of ſalvation | 


he may bring many ſors lo glory, Heb. ii. 10. 
Which glory ſtandeth in perfect and glorious con- 


formity with Chriſt, and in perfect and glorious 
cormmunion with God, when they will be lite him, 


and ſee him as be is, 1 Jahn ii. 2. For accompliſh- 


ing whereof, 1/7, He prepareth that beppineſs for 


them, and a fir place where they may enjoy it for 
my Father's houſe are many 


, n if it were wat fo, 1 wage bave told 4 | 
x | * 2 Es ; | | TY x | | 5 2 9 
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120 to prepare a place for. you: '2dly, He keep- + 
eth this happineſs for them, when they can cou- 
tribute nothing for keeping of it, 1 Pet. i. 4. It is 
reſerved in heaven for them. 3dly, He keepeth them 
e, ell , "Y; 32 18 
for it. They have as much need of keeping, as heit 
erovn and inheritance: as we cannot keep theſe, fo + 
ve cannot keep ourſelves. 4thly, He goeth before 0 
„ | his people, and breaketh the oppoſition that is in , _ 
„their way to glory; fo that he leaveth' them no ad-. 
ff | verſary to fight with, but ſuch as he hath ruined 
„and conquered, Micah ii. 13. The breaker is gone 
p | before them. 5thly, He maketh his people meet 
© | and fit for the glorious condition, Col. i. 12. Meet 
es © to be partakers of the inheritance of the ſaints inn 
* ot. Eph. v. 26,27. He gave himſelf: for it, that 
„be might preſent it do himſelf a glarious church, 
o ot having ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing. 
o) Wl bly, When all his people are fitted, and ready. 
. W io receive what. he hath. prepared for them, he | 
„vill come again for them himſelf, and carry them 
d BF triumphantly: to glory: John xiv. 3. Ard if Ig 
and prepare-a place for you, I will come ag ain and 
„ receive v to myſelf, that where I am, there ye 30 
d WW may be alſo. Col. iii. 4: Men Chriſt who is our... * © 
hall appear, then ſgall ye appear alſo with im 
„in glory. Rev. Xix. 7. 8. Let us be glad and re. 
rice, and give honour' to him; for the marriage 
© the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made ben-— 
d % ready. And to her it was granted, to be 
„ Nl chthed in fine linen, clean and white: for the _ 
. & 
„ 
IS 


: 


ne linen is the righteou/neſ3.of ſaint . 
Lg | X . pl EY 1 7 . 2 ns © \ | 
12. That we may habitually, remember, Chriſt's - N 

I dying and redeeming love, and draw forth ihe £ 
„ ſweets of it to his glory and our ſpiritual benefit, 
that we may be filled with holy admiration and © 
r wonder at Chriſt, who is the covenant, for us; 
r let us think of him, as he through whom. the 


Y | whole covenant of peace from begiuning to 
wma 


_ 66 * Difemurſe after the elemn Wort. 
1 end, was tranſacted, through whom Ged dealt 
—_ and doth deal with us, and we wich him. As, 

3 1. Through bim was the covenant with us 
firſt motioned, and by him was the motion enter- 
tained on our behalf. There had never been a S0 
venant between God and fallen man, had not 
Chriſt ſtept in to overture the reconciliation of 3 Ju- 

ſtice and mercy. _ 

2. Through him was the buf neſs done, and 
ended in the council of God. He agented rhe eo- 
venant till it was a cloſed bargain, in, and an e- 
ternal plot between, the Father and himſelf: P/al. © 
IxxXix. 3. I have made a. covenant with my cho- 
ſen. 
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; Fhrough him were we -Rrebajed: m bis 
tranſaQtion with the Father. He interpoſed and 
did the buſineſs by way of repreſentation, as the 
head of the church: 2 Zim. i. 9. Who hath ſaued 
us, and called us with an holy calling, not accord. 
ing to our werks, but according to 2 on purpoſe © 
and grace which was given us in Chriſt Jefus be. 
fore the world began. 

4. Through him did God rike hands with us. 
The ſtipulation on our part was made by him, 
whom the Father took as a reſponſal Pe to 
+ bargain with. He put his name in our bond, 
and ſtept in as ſurety for the broken man, Heb, 
Vi. 22. He became the ſurety of the better teſta- 
ment. 

5. Throuph him is the whole covenant fulfil 

led; He fulfilleth all that is promiſed! on God's 
: part, 2 Cor. i. 20. For all the promiſes of God in 
Vim are yea, and im him amen, to the glory of . 
Cod by us. And he worketh in us and for us 

_ whatſoever is required of us, Heb. xil. 2. He i is 
'- the author and finiſher of faith. 

6. Through him are the news of the covenant 

4 of peace devieen God and! us publiſned and pro- 


claimed: 


/ 6. 3 hs. THO RIES 


9 


ande 


3 


22 
. 


26” 0-3 


* 


were afar of,” an 
come and preached rightequſneſs in 5 5 


8 . 4 {67 be reat congregation. 
p { Through bim is the myſtery o 
E d 


CY 


God reconciling the world to hinrſelf, and taking the cove- 
nant-breakers into covenant} with himſelf, could never have. 


been made, had nor Chriſt been given fer a covenant of. the: 


people: John i. 18. No nan hath jeen Gd dt any ti me; the on- 
ly 2 Son, who 1s in the boſemt of the Father, he hath de. 
clared ham. | | > B's, | ; 
8. By him was a price told down to juſtice. on our behalf: 
he entered his perſon in priſon for us, tilF he paid the debt 
with the price of his blood, after winch he was fer at liberty; 
Heb. ix. 12. 15. By bis: own blogd he entered ence into the nh 
place, having chin,i. redemption for . . or thts cauſe 
be 1s the Mediator ap the new teſtamnent, that by mneans of death 
they who. are called might recetve the promiſe of the etefnal iu- 
he ri taste. | 2 | Ree rigs 


. Dijcourſe after the ſolemn Work.” A 
clzimed: Lia. Hei. 1. The /pirit ef the Leid God is whom my 
becauſe the Lord has anotuted ne to preach goon tidings u the” Is 
meek. Eph. ii. 1 7: And came and preached peace to you wohich - 

to them that were nrgh. Pal. xl. 9. He hath- + 


£1 


* 


9. Through him is the: difference- actually compoſed, and 
the peace made up; the diſagreeing parties are brought 


together thrqugh him: Eyh. 11.13. 14. But wow in Chriſt Feſres, 

ye who were ſometimes ofar of; 

Cheiſt. Now God is in Cl 

2 Cor. v. 19. 1 <= | rt 
10. Through him are all the bleffings of the covenant/ap- 


plied to us, and the fruit of his purchaſe is drawn forth, as - . 
prieſt for ever. He is the perſon who {till mediates” and offic)ʒ- 
ates before God on our behalf, for the freſh applications; of all 


/i are made nigh; by the blood. of 
rift reconctling the world to himſelf; 


his purghaſe, Heb: vii. 25. He 7s able to fave to the uttermoſh. 


all that come unto God by him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make in. 


terceſſion for theme. , 

11. Through him we receive all the bleſſings of the cove- 
nant. He is the head of the church, who receiveth bleſſings 
for the whole body, and every member thereof, P/at. Ixvili. 
18. He hath received gifts for men. He is the perſon who re- 
ceiveth all the bleſſings of the covenant at firſt hand; the per- 
ſon on whom all the acts of God's love are firſt put forth, John 


i. 14. 16. The Word was made fleſh, and dwelt among 16. 
Ard of has fulnefs have all we recerved, and grace far grace, 
12. Through him was the covenant with us confirmed; he 


ſealed the new teſtament with his own blood, and interpoſed 8 


by his death to make the covenant God's irrevocable Will of 
grace unto. us-ward, Heb. vi. 17. 18. herein God willing 
more abundantly to mantſtſt unts the hers of promiſe the im 


mutability of ts counſel, confirmed it by an oath, that by tu 


2323 


immutable things wherein it was impoſſible Fo, God to lie, 
might haue ſtrong conſolation wha' have fled for refuge to lay 


a - 


£3 


t he fore us. Chriſt the co vent of the people is 


on Foe DOME? b 4 Of 2 
the perion in whom, and by whom, the covenant was confirm- 2 


3 t. is covenant made mami- 5 
in the hearts of his people: he ſhines upon the myſtery of 
his covenant, and makes it to be vnderſtood. The diſcovery of- 
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